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PREFATORY NOTE © 


This is the eighteenth of a series of reports issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics giving results secured from new 
enumerative sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The 
surveys were planned and conducted under the general direction of 
Conrad Taeuber, by a Bureau-wide Committee with Louis J. Ducoff as 
chairman. Members of the Wage Project Committee were as follows: 
Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, Charles A. 
Gibbons, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl E. Houseman, 
Barbara B. Reagan. The State Agricultural Statisticians cooperated 
in the field operations of the survey. 


The surveys included collection of information on wages and 
wage rates of all workers hired on a national sample of 20,000 farms 
during specified weeks of the year. This report gives information 
on perquisites obtained in a special schedule taken for a subsample 
of the workers covered in the May 1945 national survey. In addition 
to reports on the national surveys, reports in this series have been 
issued on wages of seasonal labor in special crop areas of several 
States. 
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Prepared by Barbara B. Reagan under the direction of Louis J. Ducoff 


PERQUISITES FURNISHED HIRED FARM WORKERS, 
UNITED STATES AND MAJOR REGIONS, 1945 


Sumnary of Findings 


1. Farmers furnished perquisites in addition to paying cash wages 
to four-fifths of all regular hired farm workers and to three— —fifths of 
the seasonal workers in May 1945. 


e. Furnishing perquisites was most common among farmers in the 
North Central region and least common among farmers in the West; even in 
the West, however, nearly two-thirds of the farmers with hired Labor in 
May 1945. provided. perquisites to some or all of their workers in May. 


; 3. The perquisites were worth an average of 63 cents a day for 
each hired farm worker, and 93 cents a day for each worker getting 
perquisites. 


4. Hired workers in the North got the most perquisites. 


Dre Perquisites were 23 percent of the average farmer!s wage cost 
for regular workers, but only 9 percent of his cost for seasonal workers. 


6. ‘In the Northeast and North Central regions, room and meals 
were the most common type of perquisite; in the South, a houses and in 
the West, bunk space. | 


7. The average current value of houses furnished hired farm werk-— 
ers without charge ranged from about $800 in the South to more than 
$2,100 in the North Central States. 


8. The average monthly value of board (room and meals ) was {45 
and showed little regional variation. 


9. The average meal furnished to a hired worker was worth be— 
tween 40 and 45 cents in each region. 


lO, Farmers provided garden space during the year to nearly a 
sixth of the people who worked for wages for them in May 1945, and many 
of these workers also received some kind of production serviees. 


ll. Out of each dollar's worth of perquisites that farmers fur-— 
nished to their hired workers in May, 53 cents went for meals, 26 cents 
for housing (all kinds) and 21 cents for all other perquisites. 


12. Hired workers who were living on their employers! farms (one— 
half of all hired workers employed in May 1945) got perquisites worth 
$1.08 per day, compared with only 26 cents per day for those who did not 
live on the farm. 
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13. Farmers treated married men and single men alike in the value 
of perquisites and in the proportion of workers getting them. But it 
was more common for farmers to furnish houses and farm products to 
married men and room and. meals to single men. 


14. Farmers were more likely to furnish perquisites to their regu— 
lar workers than to seasonal workers, and when they did furnish per-— 
quisites to seasonal. workers, the daily value of them was less, on the 
average, 


15. The average farm with hired labor in the third week of May 
1945 had 2 such workers; and together they were furnished with $33 worth 
of perquisites during the month. Only 10 percent of the employing farms 
furnished more than $75 worth of perquisites to hired workers in -May. 


16. On very large farms, perquisites represented 13 percent of 
total wage costs, compared with 25 percent on small farms; this differ—- 
ence was due more to the higher cash daily wages paid on larger -farms 
than to differences in daily value of perquisites furnished. 


17. Workers on dairy or other Livestock farms generally fared best 
when-it came to perquisites. On North Central dairy farms nearly four— 
fifths of all the hired workers either received houses or rooms and meals 
as perquisites. 


_ L&. In the South, plantations were more likely to provide per-— 
quisites than the other farms, but the average value of perquisites for 
those workers on plantations who got them was only about half as great 
as the value per worker receiving them on other farms. 


19. In every region farmers provided more valuable major per— 
quisites to the workers paid monthly wage rates. Those workers paid 
weekly rates got less in the way of perquisites and those paid daily 
and hourly rates got still less. 


- 20. Workers furnished houses earned the highest total wages among 
those paid monthly rates or among those paid other types of time: rates. 
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Throughout the history, of, fmericen agriculture, farmers ee res ore 
“various kinds of goods” and. services to. thein. hired workers in addition to pay- 
ing them in cash. Before. there were automobiles, the: employer had to supply . 
board and housing to his hired, help, especially if he lived -far from town. 
Even now, many farm operators provide houses, or rooms and meals, on their 
farm without charge, particularly for.their regular hired.hands. Some farmers 
7 furnish other items, such as food products from the farm, transportation to 
“and from work, fuel, laundry , services, garden space, or use of their. machinery, 
equizment,, or workstock, 


ye 
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Most. people acquainted with farming have known that many farm Re 
furnished. their regular workers with enough perquisites to raise their total 
comperisation considerably above their cash wages. 1/, But no one knew just 
how many farm workers- “were affected by this practice, or how much the noncash 
wages were worth. Until 1945, little information has been available on a 
Nation-wide basis to answer questions about the frequency and value of perqui- 
sites in agriculture, either as a part of the fa mer's lebor costs.or as a 
‘part of: the worker's. wages. 2/ z art 8 | 


i. Peaieites are Honcash benefits, either goods or services,. furnished 
workers in addition te cash wages as a payment for work. The amounts,-and 
kinds of. perquisites are usually clearly understood in the wage agreement 
between the farmer and his workers. Perquisites furnished hired farm‘ workers 
should not be confused with Southern "furnish," which consists of goods pro- 
vided sherecrsppers or tenants by the plantation operators during the year 
and paid. for by deductions from the croppers! or tenants! share of the -crop 
at the end of the year. Goods and services furnished to the worker by the 
farmer for which a charge or wage deduction was made.are not considered 
perquisites:. / ; a 
2/ Before the Bureau of Agricul Leura Economics made its farm wage enumerative 
surveys for 1945, the only sources of. material on perquisites for the whole 
ry, are -as follows: 
Kae 1920 Census of Agriculture which obtained the value of- rent and 
‘poard provided hired workers by farmers; . 
hed. a 1925 national mail questiommaire survey of perquisites paid regular 
. hired farm workers and.a similar survey in 1926 of perquisites paid: 
seascnal hired farm workers, made by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and published. in Perquisites and Yages of Hired Farm Laborers, 
.  -by J. Ce, Folsom,, U.S. Dept. Agr., Tech.‘ Bul. 213,.1931. ‘This’ report 
(+|” ‘gives. average values of particular types“of perquisites for those’. 
“ receiving, ’ but ‘does not include es stimat es of “the number of workers: 
receiving the perquisites; ; : 
(3) the Bureau of Agricultural Economics yearly estimates of the aggregate 
ie value of perquisites: and the total farm labor bill since 1910, 
- published in ‘the Farm’ Income Situation, US. Dep. Agrs3 
(4) the Rural Family Spending and Saving in War—time’ Survey ‘conducted in 
: 1941 by the Bureau of Human’ ‘Nutrition’ and Home Economics, from which 
“the national average values of housing. and food received as pay,’ based ; 
‘eth ona very small. sample. of farm—laborer familtes, nave been’ published ina 
Aue ees of Agricultural | Labor in the United. States, by Louis a Ducoft, Ki 
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The extent to which major perquisites were furnished to hired farm oe 
workers was covered in three national enumerative surveys made by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics in 1945. Along with the second of these, which : 
related to the number of hired farm workers and their wages in the week of a 
May 20-26, 1945, a supplementary schedule was taken for a subsample of the<-= a 
hired workers that obtained more detailed information on perquisites—every 
type of perquisite furnished was listed, with the farmer's estimate of its i 


value. In this special survey, sharecroppers, share tenants, and cash tenants © i 
who worked for cash wages on their landlords! units during the survey week ae 
were excluded, since the perquisite picture would be confused by the housing 
or other goods and services which these workers received because of their ea 
tenancy status rather than as an additional part of their wages for hired farm 
works Custom workers were also excluded, since their wages covered the hire © 

e 


of machinery, equipment, or workstock that they supplied. Of the 2,331,000 ~ 

wage workers employed on farms the third week of May, about a sixth were 

. excluded from the special survey of ipeiacta pep od sHarecroppers oF ..; 
tenants working for wages on their iandlords' units and 87,000 custom _ 
workers. 3/ 


To supplement the special national enumerative survey of farmers and = 
the perquisites they furnished in May 1945, another kind of Nation-vide ee 
enumerative survey was made in January 1946 to get data on perquisites from : 
a sample of all the people who had done farm wage work at any time during 
1945. 4/ Viorkers reported their total cash wages and the value of major 


perquisites they had received for hired farm work during the year. Additional : 
sources of recent data on perquisites are the BAK enumerative sample surveys | ne 
of harvest labor in selected crop areas in 1945 as well as the BAR national ae 


‘enumerative sample surveys of hired farm workers begun in 1945. 5/ These 
surveys obtained the number of workers furnished major perquisites, along 
with data on cash wages and wage rates. 


Six major questions are to be taken up in this report. They are 
.(1)} What proportion of the workers receive perquisites and what proportion © 
of the farms furnish them? (2) How important are perquisites as a part of 
the wages of the hired farm worker? (3) What items are usually furnished? 
(4) What variations are there in furnishing perquisites to different types 
of hired farm workers? (5) What are the variations among various types of 
farms in the practice of providing perquisites? (6) What is the average 
value of perquisites associated with each of the common types of cash wage. 
rates? The answers to these questions are based primarily on the special a 
- Survey of perquisites furnished by farmers to workers they employed the third 


pee 


‘week in May 1945. In, the Appendix of this report are described the method of a 
making the survey, the coverage of the survey, the definitions used, and the Bary 
way in which sample data were expanded to get estimates.- * ge 


-3/ See the Appendix for a comparison of the number of workers covered in 
this survey with the number covered in the May 1945 National Survey of 
hired farm-workers. G. 
4/ The results of this survey were published: in Employment and Wages of the — a 
Hired Farm Working Force in 1945, by Louis J. Ducoff and Margaret Jarman % 
Hagood, Use S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., June 1946, (Processed). 

eye Other reports now available from the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
the Sa e Surveys of Wages and Vege Rates in Agriculture, are listed 
page 61. 
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1. THE PRACTICE OF FURNISHING PERQUISITES 


-..How common is this practice? Farm workers do not receive perquisites 
as commonly as many people think they do. It is true that the majority of 
the year-round hired hands receive one or more types. of goods or services 
from the farmer in addition to their cash wages. These items constitute a 

' Substantial addition to the cash wages of regular hired workers. But regu— 
lar workers, hired for at least 6 months of the year by the same farmer, 
make up only a fourth of all the different persons that hire out for farn 
work during the course of a year. The rest of then—those who work only for 
short periods at seasonal jobs, or who move from farm to farm with only a 
short time on any one farm—do not get perquisites nearly as often as regu— 
lar workers, and those kinds they get do not add as much to cash wages. 
Those very short-time seasonal workers who do hired farm work for less than 
@ month, all together, during the year seidom receive any perquisites, 
except possibly transportation, yet these workers made up more than a third 
of the different persons who did farm wage work in 1945. Of all those who 
made up the hired farm working force, only about a third were furnished 
houses, rooms, meals, food products from the farm, or a combination of these, 
in addition to their cash wages. 6/ | 


In May 1945, perquisites were furnished to four-fifths of the regular 
hired farm workers in the United States (table 1). They were furnished most 
often in the the North Central States and least often in the West, but even 
in the West about 70 percent of the regular workers in the spring received 
somes Neither the number nor the proportion of regular workers receiving 

_ the major perquisite items—house, room, or meals—varied greatly from early 
spring to summer to fall in any region. Bf. 


For seasonal workers, the perquisites furnished depend considerably 
on the time of the year. On the whole, seasonal workers received them much 
tess often in the fall than in the spring of 1945. At the same time, the 
number of seasonal workers employed was much higher in the fall than in the 
Spring, and much lower in midwinter. As ifay is an intermediate month in the 
yearly cycie so far as hiring seasonal hired workers is coneerned, the 
number and proportion of seasonal workers furnished perquisites in May 
approximate the situation in an average month of the year. 


6/ Louis.J. Ducoff and Margaret Jarman Hagood, Employment and Wages of the 
Hired Farm Working Force in 1945, U.S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., June 
1946,. (Processed). The perquisite item omitted from this proportion which 
was received by the largest number of workers is transportation,’ which is 
often the only perquisite furnished seasonal workers in.the South, particu- 
larly large groups of cotton choppers or cotton pickers. 
Tf: See Table 31 in Appendix for the proportion of regular and: seasonal 
_». ‘workers receiving house, room, or meals in March, May, and September 1945, 
7 and January 1946. : . : 
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1/ ‘Excludes SHarcawa neers and SE eerne working as hired farm laborers 
26, 1945, on their landiords! units and custom workers employed this 


Note: See Table 30 in Appendix . for number of regular and seasonal 1 
PERE employed May 20-26, 1945, in each eee 


Estimates based on data from cnumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
! _ Agricultural Economics, 


‘iy The nature of farm wage arrangements in different parts of the c 
ps “depends upon the types of farming, the scale of operations, tradition . 
lack of it, and other distinctive regional characteristics. Farmers in th 
North Central States lead all the rest in offering perquisites to their a 
people. Because of the nature of the agriculture there, more of the ired 
workers aré regularly employed than in the South or West. Even now i part 

of that region, it is not unusual to find the hired man who lives. in 
farmer's home and is treated as an equal. Some of them are SONS, brot: 
or other relatives of the operator. There are fewer workers. who belon 
minority racial groups ‘than is true ‘among hired farm workers in the Sow 


i 2 West. , ALT: of these are factors which lead to furnishing perauisites of c 
Bei, siderable values : ee 


ie The West is at the other eee among the major regions, There pet 
sites are furnished least frequently. The large-scale farming and the id 
Poe) Wspecialized agriculture that require large numbers. of seasonal workers f 
toy) Short periods are. doing away with.the personalized relationships ‘betwe 
(farmers and their hired hands. The.relationships are more like. thosé 

industry than those of family farms so cash. wages tend to be all-important 
__ When perquisites are Turnished, pey ioc eae of ‘lower ever eee 
© than inthe North, © eu MERU Uh eet as : 


The Nowtheact is similar to the Norra. Central Staten in tee v 
. farmers furnish ‘perquisites to .their | ‘workers, the values are: relati | 
But not as large a aera! of the workers get these. perquisites : 

North Central States. One reason for this is that the ees ar 
‘Northeast are closer ho towns mae AeNE than in other 


ges. or ae aby be work ‘on . the farms. Thus, housing on. 1 the poe 
is not needed for such workers. ‘i 
sa . The South contrasts with both the North Central and Vest. Cotton © 
ery plantations, which have dominated Southern agriculture for generations, 
require lots of seasonal labor for cotton chopping and picking. Although 
the seasonal demand for unskilled workers in the South resembles that of 
the west, the customs and attitudes imbedded in the plant. ation system of 
the South in regard to farm workers are quite different from the other 
regions. After slavery was abolished, other arrangements were devised to 
. assure the supply of men, women, and young people needed to chop and pick 
ia cotton. The most important of these is the sharecr2pper arrangement, but 
PS it is also usual to provide hcusing on the farm for wage workers. The pre- 
dominance of Negroes among farm workers makes a difference in the types and 
| quantities of perquisites furnished since the hired Negroes and whites are 
i not housed together and do not eat at the same table. The South has 
relatively little industry to compete effectively with agriculture for 
workers or to induce alterations in conventional wage arrangements . In 
brief, perquisites—especially housing—are furnished to many workers in 
the ne but this is doné less frequently than in the North Central 
States and the items do not add as much to the cash wages’ of the workers, 


How many farns furnish 3 1 perquisites? Farmers who employ hired labor 
commonly provide verquisites to one or more of them. Nearly 80 percent of 
the 968,000 farmers who were hiring labor the third wedk of May 1945, 
furnished some perquisites during that month to at least one worker (table 
2). These operators were only about a fifth of the total number of farmers 
who hired labor at any time during 1945, and they were only a little mor 
than a tenth of all farmers in the country. More farmers than here reported, 
however, provided perquisites at some time during the year, for many who did 
not hire during the survey week did use hired labor at other times, and many 


Table. 2.-Number. and proportion of farm sperators furnishing perquisites during 
the month to one or more nirec farm workers employed May 20-26, eae 
United States and major regions 1/ 
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: Area Number : hired workers operators 
: during week 
me Number percess AO Ue Peron’ 
Nb: ae | tes . 
af United States {32,0008 Ba iii WAR eh, Ths 
We Northeast 95,000 Si a aye 18 
an North Central 205,000" ae OD | 28 

; South 318, 000 : at) Sadi OM ght 

— Vest 71,000 63)..." 14 


ahh ‘Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers May 20- 
RO». 1945, on the ir landlords! units and custom: workers employed this week. 
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of these farmers provided some perquisites. 8/ Then, some of the farmers 
who hired during the survey week and didn't provide perquisites that week 
may have furnished perquisites at other times of the year. During the 
survey week, farmers furnished perquisites more commonly in the North than 
in any otHer part of the country. The lowest percentage of the employing 
farmers who furnished any perquisites was found in the West. 


How important are perquisites in the wages of the workers who receive 
them? The value of the perquisites was an important part of the total wages 
of the workers who received them, even though these perquisites were furnished 
often only to regular hired hands. 9/ Perquisites, averaging 93 cents per day 
worked, represented a fifth of the total daily wages of the workers who got 
perquisites in May (table 3). lo/ The highest daily value of perquisites per 


Table 3.-Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in May by 
those workers employed May 20-26, 1945, receiving perquisites during 
the month and those not, United States and major regions 1/ 


: Workers receiving perquisites : Cash daily 
are Pew ay °° Cash ‘r" Total +: Proportion’ ™: wages of 
Area io See <° daily? “daily 2° of total “"y Workers not 
: of : wages : wages : wages from : receiving 
YY Sehertivetves? 2yaeoimee/, : perquisites : perquisites 
oliers” ~ Dollars? “poitars Percent Dollars 
United States: —~ + .93 3320 4025 22 Ae15: 
Northeast ~ spel arene) Ladd Bhs 510 
North Centrai 1.46 208 4630 34 . 4,680 
South binomial so 2 600 gene 20 2045 
West 0/9 5 980 6260 12 . (0535 


1/ Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers May 

20-26, 1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers employed this week. 
3 3 i ss 

one Cash daily wages and total daily wages have been rounded to the nearest 

nickel. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 


87 Some "395,000 farms that used hired labor in September /16-22/ had no 
hired workers in May 20-20) On the other hand, 433,000 farms that used 
hired labor in May Wael had none in September /16-22/."' Wages and Wage 
Rates of Hired Farm Workers, United States and Major Regions, September 1945, 
U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., Surveys of Wages and Wage Rates in 
Agriculture, Report No. 16, page 3, July 1946,(Processed). © = 

9/ "Total wages" are the cash wages plus the value of perquisites received. 
lo/ Throughout this report the term, "averaze cash or total daily wages," is 
used to mean the average wages paid hired farm workers per day worked in May; 
. that is, cash or total wages received on the reporting farm by the hired farm 
workers in May divided by the number of days in which they did.any farm work. 
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worker receiving them was in the North Central and Northeast regions, where 

it averaged about $1.45. This value Was, not only a higher amount but it was 
also a much larger share of the total wages of those workers receiving perqui-— 
sites than in the South or West. It represented about a third of the total 
wages of the workers who received perquisites in the North. The average value 
of perquisites was lower in both the South and West than in the other regions, 
and perquisites are Eeidea Less often in the West than in the South or North-— 
east. In the South and West, the noncash wages were much smaller proportions , 
of the total daily wages of those workers receiving perquisites. 


Lowest average daily values of perquisites per worker receiving them 
were in the South—65 cents. A larger share of the wrkers recejyving perqui- 
sites in the South had a very low daily walue than in any other part of the 
country. Nearly half of those who had some perquisites in May had less than . 
40 cents: worth a day (table 10). In the West, the region of the next greatest 
concentration of workers receiving low daily values of noncash wages, a little 
more than half of those who got perquisites had less than 80 cents.worth a day. 
on the other hand, more than half the workers in the North Central States had’ 
perquisites with a daily value of more than $1 0206 


Regular vw workers receive perquisites of higher value. Regular hired 
hands not only received perquisites oftcner than seasonal workers did, but 
the average value of the perquisites furnished regular workers was much higher, 


_ Table 4.-Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in May by 
regular and seasonal hired farm workers employed May 20-26, aie 
United States and major, regions 


, All workers Ly - So gel Bc haid tag 
Area and eDaily es) Cash 9: Total :/ Proportion .:” value*of 

type of o— Value ewecariy = dally “s°-of total : perquisites 

worker : of > wages : wages : wages from : per workers 

"perquisites:  2/ : : perquisites : receiving 

Dollars Dol ierse Bol tars Percent Dollars 
United States 
Regular LDA OF 3040 heAO Pas 1e2s 
Seasonal 36 B34/D peat 9. 262 
Northeast oe 
‘Regular Len? 3030 held 26 1.53 
Seasonal wy eo 5ah5 af 095 
North Central | ! - 
Regular eS ae 2085 eed Se oe) 
Seasonal 08h 3295 heSO 18 : Le20 
South | ‘ | 
Regular Sr Zell. 345 mili 91 
Seasonal 034 2000 2085 Le 053 
Woot. 1 : ies oe 

Regular efakk el? ee ats: rah, 
Seasonal ABS “6430 6655 4, Ay 


ay Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers May 
20-26, 1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers employed this week. 
2/ Gash daily wages and. total daily wages have been rounded to the near eoe 
nickel. ° 


Estimates based on data from ane sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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when we compare only those regular and seasonal workers who received any 
perquisites. Jn the West, where furnistring perquisites is least usual, the 
perquisites that went to regular workers were about twice as high in value 
as those that went to seasonal workers (table 4). The difference in the 
noneash daily wages between the regular hands and the seasonal workers who 
were supplied perquisitcs was the smallest in the Nortn Central States. As 
cash daily wages paid to regular workers are lower, on the whole, than: those 
paid to seasonal wrkers, the regular worker's higher value of perquisites 
was a much more important share of his total wages. 


For hands hired throughout the month on the same farm, the monthly 
as well as daily values of perquisites received from the reporting farmer 
have meaning. These workers hired all of the month of May on the same farm 
were found primarily in the North Central States and in the South. The 
most common monthly value of perquisites furnished to them in the North > 
Central States was $40-849 a month, which about a third of them received 
(table 11). This value was nearly 40 percent of the total monthly wages of 
these particular workers. On the other hand, in the South, the most common 
monthly value of perquisites was less than aw and was received by about a 
third of those workers who were hired the full month on the same farm. 

This value of parquisites represented a little more than 1O percent cof the 
total monthly wages of these workers. . 


some perquisites are due to family relationship. Qing to the: family 
relationsaip: many a farm wotsers who are related to the fasmurs who_employ 
them. eee honsitne, ueaisc_or other goods or services without charges. Because 
of this, the sons, daug meen wives, brothers, nephews or other relatives of 
the farmer, who work for wages on the farm, receive a higher average daily 
value of goods and services than do other hired workers. ‘This is true for 
relatives whether they work as regular hired hands on the farm or do only 
Seasonal work for wages. Hired workers related by blood or marriage to the 
farmer made up only 14 percent of the hired farm workers employed the third 
week of May in the entire country, and only 17 percent of the hired workers 
furnished goods or services in addition to their cash wages. 


A larger part of the hired farm working force consists of members of 
the farmer's family in the North Central States than in any other region. 
But relationship does not compketely account for the fact that perquisites 
are more common in this region than in ary other, or that they are a more 
important part of the worker's wages there. Even among the other hired 
workers, a larger proportion get perquisites and the average value of them 4 
represents a larger proportion of the worker's total wages than in any other 
region.(tables 7 and 12). : 


How important are perquisites as an additional cost per day of work 
to the farmer? The average cash cost of a day of hired farm work in May was 
$3260 for the comtry as a whole feobts 9). l1/ This cost was increased 


L/- The average number of hours worked per day in May were 9.7 for ine 
country as a whole, 9,6 in the Northeast and in the South, 10.7 in the Worth 
Central States and 9.2 in the West. For more detail see Report No. 7 of the 
series, Survey of Wages and Wage Rates in Ree Gore (Processed) +" 
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nearly 20 percent by the value of perquisites to an average, for all types 
of workers, of $4.20 per day. 12/ As regular workers formed a , Larger’ part 
of the hired farm working force in May than in harvest time, Hevea ate 
probably comprised a larger proportion of the total daily labor cost in the 
spring than in the fall, but a smaller PS ieee in the spring than in pe 
winter 5 


Perquisites as an additional Labor cost had more importance in some 
regions than in others. In May, they made up a little more than a fourth of 
the average daily cost of hired farm work, both cash and noneash, an the 
North Central States, a fifth in the Northeast, a.seventh' in the South, and 
only a fifteenth of the total cost in the Nest. The lower share of the 
average daily labor cost in the form of perquisites in the South and West 
was due partly to the concentration of seasonal workers there. 


2o KINDS OF PERQUISITES 


Yhat kinds. of of perquisites are most :orften furnished? In the tio 
Northern x regions, room anc meals were the most common perquisite in May; 
in the South, a house; and in the West, a room or bunk space without meals 
(table 5),.:' Housing or meals were the ies of perquisites most often 
furnished because eating places, rooming houses, tourist camps, and labor 
Supply centers are not within easy reach of most farming areas. Then, too, 
if workersare hous3d on the farm they are there for any emergency. Housing 
also may attract migratory workers at seasonal labor peaks, or may help hold 
workers in-areas where the bidding for good regular workers‘is high. 


Houses— In the South farmers furnished a house the most often of any 
perquisite. This was also true in the two Northern regions for the workers 
not related to the employing farmer (table 13). 13/ Nearly one third of all 
the Southern hired farm workers had houses provided them (excluding share— 
-eroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers on their landlords! units 
during the survey week) and about a fourth of all workers in the North Central 

otates had them. The current value of the average house so furnished in May 
' 1945 in the North Central States, where the value was the highest, was about 
$2,125. 14/ The average number of rooms was 5.4, with an average of 
people living in the house. In the South, where the value was the lowest 
and where the most houses were furnished, the current value averaged about 
- $800. There the average number of rooms was 3.7, with an average of 4 people 
living in the house. The value of a house furnished to a worker added only 
about $8 a month to the average wages of such a worker in the Souths; in the 
North Central States it added about $21 (table 6). 


12/ For method of evaluating perquisites see the Appendix 

13/ A house was defined as a HeCR aes Ue house, an Senet or houses eee 
squarters. 

14/ Monthly etal, values and values per day worked were Sess Prom thes 
‘ rs estimates of the current value of the houses. 


Fareai tied perquisites uring the month, | 
regions 1/ 


Uited + North- « North 
_ States east } 2 Central: 
Percent Percent. Percent 


Type of perquisite 2/ 


House or apartment 20. 

Room 3/. .). | a 

Meals 42 
Room and meals 3/ 30 

Food products from farm sta eS) 

Fuel 

Laundry 

Transportation 

Medical services 

Garden space 

Production services 


Other 4/ 


50.26, 1945, on a landlords! units ‘and custom workers “employed. ‘th: 
eae An individual worker may receive more than one type of Sacer 

- 3/ Room or. bunk space. 

4/. Such as clothes, or water furnished with a house. 


se tucet Economics. 


In the South if workers were provided ones Wester te ee repre. 
sented about 40 percent of the total value of perquisites paid these wor 
(table 17). Other perquisites provided with the houses were primari- 
“products from the farm. Many of these workers also received fuel in 
its value was undoubtedly - Scariee aa: that month than.in the wint 


Ls: - 


“Room and foals sony. about a sixth of all hired fam workers: n Mai 


Paved shed mostly to regular workers. In May,: poem gndimeal ae th 
most usual perquisite. At present, room and meals are not. often sup 
Ses to hired farm workers in the South and West. 


ee ee family. vous who is i 
iis most likely to get room and meals as a eS | ty oe No 
many of ee are not old noe to be heads Ch househc lds... T 


oe Le Ge-Average daily and monthly value of specified perquisites for those workers 
Vea, > *employed: May "20-26," 1945, receiving the specified perquisites during 
| age the: month, SEAN Sc aes and major 1 regions L/ 


ee 


$ House ae “:. Room or : e Room and s/ Pood 
- “$_ apartment: bunk space __: Meals, ; meals _.._-3 products 
a : Daily Monthly: Daily :Monthly: daily : Daily :Monthly: from farm, 
‘ : value. trental : @286 +rental : value + value : value: daily 
‘ Region pete eoverie Types AL et DET yrs > per) ote pes 8 (Ve daae 
¢ worker : per -: worker: per : worker: worker : worker: per 
: receiv—-sworker :receiv—; worker:receiv—; receiv—:receiv—-: worker 
Hy Swine. wreceiv—s )-inetreceiv—s ing: “ing 3 ang’: receiv— 
Gs GaeN panei 8 BUA e esi Melt ores Cakes pres + ine 
Dotlars D Dolia: rs “3 Dollars “Doliars Doll: ars Doll Ollars Dollars’ Dollars 
Pee ted States eh PU S70 032 8.30 1206 Wo (2 a spe LO. oDL 
- Northeast aa 18650 EAB 2 id OPEL eae 1.84 47280 04D 
_ North Central <82 21630 034 3.80 PELE 1o72 44670 oD 
Hi et South ts 8,10 Par 7.00 280 Yale 9.50 Piste. 
's if eer. bar i, ns 04D a Past ha OO 38 LeSlL VETOES) sets) 


ae pees. ‘perquisites pai a sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm 

laborers May 20-26, 1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers employed 
this week. The average daily value of perquisites is the value por day worked; 
that is,the value of perowisites received in May divided by the number of days 
worked on the reporting farm during the month. Monthly values are derived from 
daily values and are based on 26 days of work during the month. 


ustimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 


of the hired farm workers who were sons and daughters of the employers in 
‘ these regions in May, was 26 years, whereas: the average aze of those not 
related to the farmers was 36 years. py 


Farmers furnished an average monthiy value of. room and meals of, 
3 “approximately. $40 in sare South, $45 in the North Central, and $48 in the 
- Northeast and Vest. or those workers in the North who received room 
. and meals, the. value Hats ose about 95 percent of the total daily value 
“of perquisites they received in May. Many of these workers also had laundry 
' done for theme - | 


In the past, in the absence of direct information, ‘the monthly value 
~ of "board" that farmers furnisned has sometimes been estimated as the 
difference between the average month rates with and without board, as 
published in the historical series of the Bureau of Agricultural Economes, 


Divisions and $14 to ee for the 2 vey 
lower than the average value of room and meals peice ine: 
the farmer. 


perquisites of nearly as high value as those did who. were fa aD 
pears " 


Meals + feats without a room were the genera most. common 
perquisite in May 1945, exceeding the furnishing of: both room and 
without charge. Farmers provided meals without a room most often i: 

‘North Central States and in the South. They paid daily or hourly r. 
the most common rates paid there during May—to nearly all of the w 
in these two regions who received meals but not a room. In the North — 
Central States nearly half of the workers who were paid either dail: 
hourly rates received meals, and in the South, somewhat less than a 
of the workers paid these rates were furnished. one or more meals bu 
rooms | | fy A anh 


A. Asa ESS “That one ie Geter comes. a noon; so pes oe 
not have to go back Aone or ae a tpn It may be eaten with th 


ane howe. 


‘The average value of meals furnished, per day, for those work 
receiving meals was about $1.05 for the country as a whole, in. terms” 
estimated cost to the pant This value varied from about Sl. 40 4 the 

} _ West to an average of only $.80 a day in the South. The average va! 
eae ae neal, Haweabgts was about the Same in all PESTON» | The aver ae 


PP LOM in each eerions 


Room or bunk space;~ Only in the Vest was it common for : a worke 

get as a perquisite bunk space or a room without any mealses There, « 
of all hired farm workers were furnished lodging without meals. 
_ both room and meals without charge vas relatively uncommon in thi 
A "room furnished" may mean. a multiple housing unit or a room in th ‘ari 
home. Multiple housing (which is the more common form of lodging for hir 
farm workers in the West) includes barracks, in which one or more fa 
may apace the a single room; a Mele house, which is OE dy found on 


e hired hands. Also among the types of ieee As Clucetmen as’ room or bt nk 
ae Bea space, in this. arene are sheep herders Seeanieas Ben, a Sone e 


PPS so 


* services during appropriate seasonse 16/ These privileges and services 


~. -dneluded feed or pasture for livestock owmed by the laborer; barn space 
for the worker's livestock; use of the farmerts workstock, tools, equipment, 


allocated to the value of perquisites provided the workers in May. 


or machinery for the hired mants own crops or garden; seed, fertilizer, or 
insecticide for the worker's crops or garden; and plowing, cultivating, or 


other work by the farmer on the worker's crops or garden. 


Nearly a sixth of the hired workers employed May 20-26, were vrovided. 
with a garden space in 1945. Some of these workers als» received production 


Services; while others received production services but not a garden. 
Altogether, a sixth of the workers were provided with one or more of the 


production privileges or services. These services were seldom provided in. 


the West. They were most commdn in the North Central States and in the 
Ssouth—the two regions whi.ch also furnished houses to the largest number 
of workers. The average value of garden space and any of the production 
services per worker receiving was $12 per year, or #1 per month in the 


North Central States; and $8 per year, or $-69 per month in the South. The 


average size of this garden space was 0.6 acre in the North Central and 
Ood acre in the South. 


Food products from farms... Many workers who had the use of a house 
--also were furnished food products from.the farm. Since most of the hired 
hands receiving houses are married, food products are often more welcome 
to them than meals would be. About 13 percent of the hired farm workers 
received one or more farm food products in May. Such food was furnished 
_.to the largest proportion of workers in the North Central States. There, 
three-fourths of the workers who were provided with houses also received 
food products. Those food products from the farn reported furnished in 

May: included milk,:eges, meat, fruit, potatoes, and other vezctables, 
‘Milk was the most commonly furnished in May. Only the food products 
actualiy furnished during that month were included in this study, even 
though. the worker may have been using products: furnished in previous 
months. On the other hand, any products furnished workers during May 
for later use were included. of cour e, the products provided vary a. 
lot from season to season. Vegetables and fruits are usually furnished 
when they are harvested, and meat when the animals are slaughtered, while- 
milk is more likely to be furnished all through the year. ae 


x 


Fuel:— Ten percent of the hired farm. workers in May received wood, 
gas, kerosene, electricity, or other forms of fuel. Some workers could 
cut the wood they needed; others were given cord wood. However, less than 
haif the workers who received houses were also furnished fuel at this time 
of the year, when it would be needed only for cooking. | 


- 


ere obtained on production services and privileges furnished 
or to be furnished during some part or all of’ the year to 
May 20-26, 1945, One twelfth of the annual value of these perquisites was 


_ .16/- Reports w 


* a 


workers. employed 


Al urd he 


and in picking seasons. 
had no other perquisitese | 


Transportation is not commonly furnished to farm workers in o 
regions except to harvest workers in some of the specialized crop ar 
For example, at least half of the strawberry pickers in the strawberry 
areas of Oregon, New Jersey, and North Carolina received transportation 
during the 1945 season, as did a third of the asparagus cutters in thé ; 
Yakima Valley of Washington in May, and most of the onion harvesters 
the coastal bend area of Texas in April 1945. 18/° Some of this transpo: 
tation is daily rides to and from work. Som@ covers longer distances 
the worker's home or the recruitment area into the harvest area at the 
beginning of the season. Many of the fruit and vegetable harvesters who — 
live too far from the employing farm for daily transportation are farmers 

farms that they are anxious to get more money by hiring out for a few weeks © 

work when work on their ovm farms is slack. Others are. workers from cities — 
and towms. When the workers are brought so far, farmers usually furn 
housing, too, for the season. At times labor’ contractors or padrones suy 
the transportation and some of them provide board and lodging as well.” 


A contrasting type of transportation sometimes furnished is ta 
hired: workers who live on the farm to and from town on occasion—part 
at the weck end. At times the employer even lends his car to a hired 


not considered as a perquisite. Nor is the cost 
Nationals for farm work, even though these workers 
The costs of the importation were borne by the Government 


employer. 19/ 


17/ There is some question as to whether the main form of transporta 
to and from work—should be considered as a perquisite. Many think — 
while this is an operating expense to farmers, it does not constitut 
noneash addition to the worker's income. Information on furnishing trar 
tation was not specifically called for in this survey. However, if hi 
farmer reported it along with "other" perquisites, the estimated value 
included in the total noncash wage of the worker. °. ges 
18/ Report No. 17 of the series, Surveys of Vlages and Wage Rates j 
Agriculture, (Processed). | | , ie. 
19/ "According to the International Agreement, the War food Admin 
‘may arrange to collect all or a part of the cost of this transport 
from the employer, but this has not been done up to the present 
Mexican War Workers in the United States, Pan American Union, 
Reshinetons Ds) Oey POL oe pero aye eats Perea e 


inthe: two ea res ree. ee the cane as a wiole, however; 
a 7 work ers get any laumdry done as a perquisite—-only 7 percent. The © 
worker's laundry may be done by the farmer's household along with the family — 
,. wash, as in earlier years,-or the work-overalls may be sent by the enpo 
to a commercial pec be 


Weteridses or Ors “perquisites :— Medical services or supplies were 
“furnished by the employer in May to a few hired farm workers. Only 3 at 
- percent received them without charge. They may have ranged from minor firshe 
aid supplies to payment of doctor or hospital bills. Miscellaneous perqui-- 
sites reported in May included such things as overalls ‘or other clothes, 

“meals for a wife or child of the worker, and water. bills paid by the farmer 
when his workers were Guartered in a house with city water. connections» 
Only 2 eat the workers in May received any of these miscellaneous 

_ beuefits. oa 


. 4 


eae seasonal Soe cate ain each region ary Mey (table 14). But in che soothe: 
houses were an almost equally important part of the cost for regular 
workers, In the North and‘ ‘lest; rooms or bunk space were the second most = 
‘important part of these costs: for seasonal workers, and houses:for regular | } 
workerse ; 


Wie “ainer. the total value of perquisites - ‘received is considered for three 
groups of workers (those receiving 2 less than 40 cents a day in per eaten 
those receiving from 40 cents to Seco -a day, and those receiving $1.20 a ‘ 
day or more in perquisites) the value of meals tends to become a larger share — 
of the value as the total value of perquisites increases (table 16). The 
_ proportionate value of a house and of perquisites other than house, room, 
sor meals tend to decrease. 


ie DIFFERENCES IN FREQUENCY AND VALUE OF PERQUISITES 
VARIOUS TYPES Soe ORKERS 


,: Studying various groups of hired farn workers, we find that the 
ee of perquisites and their values, are quite different between Che 
= SOUPS Tables Ts oe and 19 show these differences Dever groups of 


Those hired farm workers who Live on tne employing farm are the 
eikely to get ere ‘Married men living on the Nata er farm 


on beatin two minor ee tese tats oat 7). Nearly all of the workers who 
2 on Bhe. raiovane Gone poet ye at least a houge, or a room, or room F 


kot dua uo 3uTATT 20H 
reget wiley 
Sache rams uo Supart 
. UuEeu a [suts 
: wey Sut 
pen SS uo SUTATT QO] 
wies 
sutéoTdue uo Zutaty 
You poraseyl 


UMO0y JO AYTO UT SUTATT 


qnq eore Teand ut SUTATT 
wiey ZeyZOUe UO BUTATT 
wtey duTAoTdwue uo SUTATT © 


“Kado wiv 0F peqeted 401] 
to zesedo wey 04 pede Tou 


SadeT[0d jJuacaeg Sa STtod qdadod “Sie TIO. quelled ered | EERO Sie rod quedied 


— —- — 


Buthyeoed: Sejts +sutateded? dad: SOJTS tsutATOvsL: SOjtSs *BUTATSosa? sSoqts tBuratsosa: seqyts ? 

 TayIoOm sSinbied:. Zoxrom™.: Smbaed: .. ieysom +-Tubsed: JOYIOM s-tnbied:. 1eyIOm :—Tribsad: 

aed go4 ts! < gut :aed seqts:~ “Sut taed seqts:.. Sut sted seqts: sur tued sets: dur? 

-1nbied, 12s te0e1:. -tnbiad: :—aqTaoaus ~inbied t-aTooed?: —tnbied $-atTeooa: —tTnbued :-aTooer> 
gO antea tsaeysoyiyo entea ? SLEYIO}Ns FO anTeA %srsyaopit FO ONTeA PsTexdO/e FO anpea sszeys04,? 


GOS in cat PE FURS URAON 3S acre tou WION * Seqeys pezyTuA a ee 


7 


if OR See SR eao Tie eee: eer ain ec Bee Sak a /t ‘ suotgez sole pue s5429S. 
“peytug‘szoyzom Jo abana peqoetes ia Swouq earkiedee $.1eyJOM ores 1S Sarees ee o8et9A 
; 2 | oe 
at pua eae out Pees ee Buqateoer *976T “9 we Stes. LO. 


We a TSR & he ok) ) 19 IRR re he i ee LLB tate ol Pere toe. 
VEU Vathae adhe Pane ad) SUR eve mo 


Le 


_ and meals (table 18). Less often in the West than in any other region, 

_- workers who live on the farm are provided housing without charge, (table 19). 
Many migratory workers temporarily living on the hiring farm in this region 

are merely allowed to camp on the farmer's land, sometimes along irrigation 

ditches or at the edge of orchards. _Others are charged for the housing 

provided on the farm. x aeMher . 


Workers who live off the employing farm (who made up about: half of 
the farm workers hired in May) had perquisites much less often.than workers 
who. live on the farm, and when they did get them the average daily value 
was much less. Meals, usually only one a day, were the primary perquisite 
furnished workers living off the farm in the North and South.’ In the South — 
: and ‘est, transportation to and from work was furnished to many of these workers. 
‘he Room or bunk space off the farm in the West was furnished to nearly a sixth 
| of the workers in May who did ndt live on the farm. Many who were provided 
housing off the farm in this région were imported Mexican Nationals. Under 
the agreanent with the Mexican Government, they had housing as a perquisite, 
were paic the prevailing wage rates, and were charged a maximum of 41.50 a 
day for meals,, Some. were housed on the operator's farm; others were housed 
in labor-supply centers, with the operator paying from 35 to 50 cents a week — 
3 per worker: to the Government to cover part.of the expense. Other imported 
Be 3k _ foreigners, who worked primarily in the East in 1945, such as Jamaicans, 
gat _ Bahamians, Barbadians, and British Honduranians, did not get housing as a 
perquisite, but paid up to $1.40 a day for housing and meals combined. — 


Hired workers who are related to the-farmer receive perquisites | 
much more commonly than other workers do and their perquisites have the 
highest average daily value of those furnished the various types of hired 
farm workers shown here. But the value of perquisites received by sons, 
brothers, and other relatives of the farmer must. be interpreted with.care. 
_ The items may represent the relativets part of the family living, which 

' —- ‘he receives. as a member of the family rather than.as a part of his wages 
as a hired worker. On the other hand, the value of roon, meals, laundry, . 
or other goods and services received without charge at home is.. probably 
considered by the son, along with his cash wages for the work, in deciding 
whether to go to an industrial job. Sons and daughters doing hired farm 
work have a 25 percent higher average daily value of perquisites than do ae 
other relatives :n the Northeast and South, 20 percent higher in the West, . 


/and 10 percent higher in the North Central States.. 


Of the workers not related to the farmer who hires them, those | 
uncer 18 years of age received perquisites less often and the average 
value per worker receiving them was lower than for older workers, Half 
of the workers under 18 who were not relatives of the farmer received 
perquisites, while two-thirds of those over 18 did. On the other hand, 
there was little -difference between workers 18-44 years old and those 65 
years oid or over in the frequéncy or valué of their perquisites, in any 

Geer Gans A Larger proportion of workers under 18 received meals without a 
room, but the workers over 18 received houses or room and meals much more 


often than the younger ones. 
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them than seasonal qoncere! and those State hee. eseivaa by ponies 
-workers are of a higher daily value. In May the value of the pore 
house used by the seasonal worker.in the South was lower than the one 
used by the regular worker. In the West, multiple-housing mits were — 
furnished to seasonal workers more often than to regular workers, so the ~ 
average value of room or bunk space received by seasonal workers was about 
half that of regular workers there. Seasonal workers employed in gangs or 
crews did not get as high a daily value of perquisites, per worker receiving 
them, as the other short-time seasonal workers did, although a larger pro- 
portion of crew workers received some perquisites. Inthe South, nearly two 
thirds of the crew workers received transportation, and many of them had no 
other perquisite, A third of the Southern crew workers were provided with 
houses. Very few récéived meals as a perquisite, although this was the 
primary perquisite among the other peta seasonal workers in this 
region. 
Se eae 

Mig gratory wrkers receive houses as perquisites much more Often es, 
other seasonal workers, but receive meals as a perquisite less frequently. 
Seldom do either migretory workers or other short-time seasonal workers 
receive the combination of room and meals as a perquisite. In many special 
crop areas where the farmer's harvest season is very short, the migratory 
workers receive no major perquisites. For example, in the San Joaquin 
Valley in California, where many migratory workers are employed, it was not 
customary to furnish perquisites in the cherry harvest in 1945, nor in the 
peach harvest of that yeare On some farms workers could pitch a tent, and 
the farmers supplied drinking water or perhaps transportations 20/ In the 
potato harvest in Kern County, California, most of the workers were 
migratorys they received no perquisites during the survey week of June. 10-16, 
1945, except possibly a camp site or transportation. 21/ But in the sugar 
beet areas, many migratory workers have housing suppliede 


s Hired farm workers who live in cities'and towns seldom receive perqui- 
sites. Their average daily value of perquisites for workers getting them is 
about the same as those of workers who live on farms other than the hiring 
farm. The Northeast and West were the only regions where people living in 
towns or cities were an important part of the hired farm working force in 
May 1945. These workers were a sixth of the wage workers employed curd ng they 
SPE ey week in the Northeast and a os in the Bepe. ar 
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20/ Wage Rates of Seasonal Farm Workers ‘in. the Harvest of Selected — 
Surveys of wages and Wage Rates in Agriculture, Bur. Agr. Econ., June 1946, 
(Processed). ; : 
22./. Wages and tare Rates of Farm Wrokers in the. Potato, Sugar Beet and Cotton 

Harvests California, 1945. Report Noe 14,of the series, Surveys of. Wages | . 
anc Wage Rates in Agriculture, Bur. Agr. Beons, July 1946, (Processed). 


Wages and 


te a Cgnether hired” men are area cd or single makes little difference in 
wetter they receive perquisites, or in the value of their perquisites, 
though it does affect the kind of perquisites they get. Single men are 
likely to get room and meals and, in some cases, laundry. Married men 

_ more often receive houses and the perquisites that go with houses. In all, 

the average values of perquisites received by married and by single hired 

ye men are very similar, But the total daily wages of married men are higher 
‘ini because their average cash wages are higher. Undoubtedly many of the 
+. married men have had longer farming experience and are older, on the average, 
Me ey any mene ! 


‘ A much smaller copii ad of women hired farm workers receive. perqui- 

Pare ks sites than men. In the South, where womén hired farm workers are most 

Me +: Important,.a smaller preportion of them received houses as a perquisite than 

: men, but there was no difference between men and women in the proportion 
furnished meals. The primary reasons that women hired farm workers receive 

_ perquisites less. often than men are that (1) they don't live on the employing 
farm as often as men hired farm workers, and (2) most of them are short-time 
Seasonal workers. This difference between men and women in receipt of perqui- 
Sites is less important than differences observed between other grouns of 
workers because of the relatively féw women who do hired farm work. 


It may be well to say again that this picture of the:groups of hired 
farm workers in relation to perquisites is of hired farm workers employed in 
_. May, with the exception of a few special crop harvesters covered by special 
-./ surveys at’ other times of the year. Nearly half of the hired workers in May 
1945, were living on the employing farm. Forty percent were regular workers, 
and there were not many migratory workers at this time of year. In the 
Summer and in the fall harvests, many more seasonal workers are employed than 
in the spring. ‘Je can be sure that in the peak seasons of agricultural em 
ployment, smaller proportions of hired farm workers receive perquisites than 
- in May, Petar eae 


42 DIFFERENCES IN FREQUENCY AND VALUE OF PERQUISITES 
BY DIFFERENT -CATEGORIES OF FARM OPERATORS 


Monthly cost of perquisites. For most farmers, the cost of furnishing 
es perquisites to hired hands in May 1945 was not large in dollar values. Only 
»  *: «10 percent of the farmers who were employing wage workers the third week of 
ia . that month furnished -perquisites that would total $75 or more to their 
ee ‘ workers in-the course of the month (table 20). The average employing farm 
2. 4. hired 2 wage workers that week (other than sharecroppers or tenants of the 
operator or custom workers) and furnished them $33 worth of perquisites, all 
told, during the month. 


-... «+ In the South and West, the larger farm enterprises furnished perqui- 
bn 4 oadbes to a higher, ‘proportion of their hired farm workers than the smaller farms 

did (table 22). 22/ In the two Northern regions, just the opposite was true—_ 
more workers received perquisites on the smaller farms. Similarly, the . 


oe S57 “Size of farm enterprise is measured here in terms of value of products — 
e SoLd. or ae in 1944. 
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average cost of perquisites per day of hired farm work increased wi 

size of the farm enterprise in the South and West and decreased in th 
North. However, the total wage cost per day of hired labor, including — 
both cash and noneash ‘costs, was higher on larger farms in the North as. 

«ell as in the South and West, for regular and seasonal workers, except 

those hired in crews or gangs. 25/ EN SV) ona ON 


ae 


As cash wages per day of work are more likely to be higher on larger 
farms than the value of perquisites is, the perquisites.form a lower pro- 
portion of the total wage costs for the larger farm enterprises. On farms 72 
with less than $10,000 value of products sold or traded in 1944, about: 25. am 
percent of the May 1945 wage cost was in the form of perquisites; while on ()\ 

farms with more than $20,000, only 13 percent of their wage cost for the — 
month was represented by perquisites. hs re aie! 


Types of perquisites on large and small farms. In the two Northern — 
regions and in the Nest the largest part of the average farm's perquisite 
costs was the value of meals furnished; the next largest was the value Of a 
housing (table 21). Only in the South did the value of housing exceed the © 
valiie of meals. In general, a higher proportion of perquisite costs on e 
larger farm enterprises is in the form of housing than is true on smaller 
farms. An exception is found in the West, where the value of meals forms a 
higher proportion of perquisite costs furnished on large farms than on the | 
smaller farms. For the most part, the proportion of the farm's perquisite 
costs for room or bunk space does not vary with the size of the farm enter- 
prise. On the other hand, the proportion of the farm's perquisite bill for 
houses for workers increases with the size of the farm enterprise except ine 
the West. Houses (not including bunk space) are not furnished wrkers as : 
frequently on large farms as on smaller farms in the West. ; 


In general, the value of the specified perquisite items was hichersg 
on the larger farms than smaller farms in a given region (table 23). In 
the North and West, the cost of meals furnished per day to hired laborers 
not related to the farmer was higher on the larger farms, and so was the 
value of room and meals in the North.e There may have been differences, 
however, in the method of computing costs of meals by large and small ve 


farmers; the former included wages of a cook hired especially for the meals 
of the hired hands, while on the smaller farms, a comparable allowance ma; 

_ not have been made if the farmer's family did the cooking. In all regions 
“the average value of the house furnished usually increased with the size 
of the farm enterprise. On the other hand, in the West the daily value o 
‘room or bunk space furrrished was lower on larger farms. This may be becaus 
bunk space or group housing was furnished to so many on the larger farms, 

which reduces the unit cost. 12 aah 
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+, 23/ -. The total daily cost. of crew worker labor, which was primarily ac 
‘cost, does not vary with the size of the employing farm enterprise in an 
consistent fashion. be 
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Perquisites on different types of farms. Workers on dairy and 
_ livestock farms fare better in the way of perquisites than the workers on 


most other types of farms. Livestock requires care every day of the week 
and every week of the year, so the farmer usually prefers to have his 
hired workers living on the place. Nearly four-fifths of all hired workers 
_on dairy farms in the North Central region were furnished rooms and meals 
or houses, and almost as large a proportion in the Northeast (table 24). 
Percentages were also high on ranches in the West——46 percent of workers on 
_ sheep ranches and 62 percent on one tle ranches were provided rooms and meals 
or houses. 


Perquisites oh ehed by tenure of operator. Differences among 


tenure groups of farm operators with respect to furnishing perquisites 
‘were not at all consistent in the major regions. In the two Northern 
regions, rénters furnished perquisites to a somewhat higher proportion of 
‘their hired workers than did fulI— or part-owners (table 25). The average 
value of those furnished by rentérs was somewhat lower, however, so that 
the daily value of veraquisites furnished per worker employed was almost the 
same for owmers and renters in the North. 


In the South, wage workers on plantations or other manager-—operated 
farms received perquisites most often. But the average value of perquisites 
provided on plantations was only about half the average. value of those the 

workers got from nonplantation ovmers or from tenants. In the West, also, 

- manager-operated farms provided perquisites to a higher proportion of their 
hired workers than did ovmer—operated or rented farms, but the average value 
furnished per day of hired labor was highest on these manager-operated farms, 
although it was nearly as high on farms operated by part-—owners. 


5. FPERQUISITES ASSOCIATED WITH TYPES OF RATES 


Wage rates for longer periods carry more perquisites. Time rates 


are paid to most hired farm laborers for pre-harvest work, although in 
harvest seasons piece rates are also very common. In May 1945, more than 
90 pereent of all hired farm workers were paid time rates, expressed as 
so much cash for one of the following periods, listed in order of frequency 
of occurence: day, hour, month, week. Major perquisites more frequently 
el accompanied the rate for the longer time periods. In every region, major 
‘fl perquisitcs were furnished most often to workers paid monthly rates, and 
: progressively less to those paid weekly, daily, and hourly rates (table 8). 
Also the daily value of perquisites was higher for workers paid monthly 
rates and was progressively less for those paid weekly, daily, and hourly 
ratese This was true of both the value of perquisites expressed as an 
average for all workers paid a particular type of rate and the value of 
perquisites expressed as an average for those wrkers who received major 
perquisites. Workers employed at short-time rates who have least security 
against unemployment also have least in the way of perquisites, 
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+h Amount cash rates are increased by. perquisites. In the North Ja 
average cash monthly rate was increased about 60 percent by the value o 
perquisites. In the South and West, the proportionate increase in monthl 
rates by perquisites was much less (gable 27). The amount of perquisite 
furnished to monthly workers differed sharply between the North and th 
of the country; it averaged about $45 a month in the two Northern re 
Sand about $27 in. the South and ‘test. ‘The weekly rate, common only 
- North, was increased about. 30° percent by perquisites. In the South, 
the daily rate was by far’the most common in the spring, the average dail; 
cash rate was increased ‘by perquisites by about 50 cents, or about 20 erc 
The average hourly cash wage rate was increased | in the South from 31% 
cents: by perquisites but by only. 1 cent in the West where the avera 
| rate was 75 cents. e 
nd Rate- erquisite combinations typical in major 
nations o of cash rates and perquisites that are possible. were 
actually found in May 1945, are numerous. Nevertheless, in ‘each 3 Ps shor 
some one or two rate—perquisite combinations were observed as common 
The common combinations were quite different eeu one Pert os ce 
to another. 


ise. 
A monthly cash wage rate, with both room and meals, was the most 
common combination in the North Central States—a fourth of the workers 
employed in May had it (table 26). In the Northeast, the two typical 
combinations were a monthly rate with room and meals and a weekly rate 
with room and meals, An eighth of the workers employed in May were paid 
one, and an eighth the other. The Southern combinations most prevalent in 
May were a daily rate with house, and.a daily rate with one or more meals 
(without room), each received by about a sixth of the workers. The out- 
standing combination in the ‘Jest was an hourly rate with bunk space, 
received by a sixth of the hired farm workers in May. 


Given types of cash time rates without any major perquisites were just 
as usual as some of these combinations. Weekly rates were received without 
major perquisites by workers in the Northeast just as frequently as weekly 
rates with room and meals.e- In the South, a daily rate without major perqui— 
Site was received by about a third of all hired workers, or oftener than any 
of the cash rate—perquisite combinations. In the West, an hourly rate with- 
out major perquisites was more common than any of the combinations. In both 
the: Northeast and South, hourly rates without major perquisites were preva- 
Lent. ; i 


This picture of prevalent combinations,of cash and noncash rates paid 
hired farm workers in May relates mainly to practices in the pre-harvest 
season when piece rates are uncommon. Special surveys made in 1945, of 
harvest labor in selected areas that are important in the production of 
crops with high labor requirements, offer a supplement to the May picture. 
They showed wide differences among areas as to the frequency with which 
houses, rooms, or meals vere furnished to harvest workers paid piece rates. 
2a), Of strawberry pickers paid by the quart who were surveyed in Cumberland 
County, New Jersey, during the week ended May 26, 1945, about a fourth were 
furnished some form of housing or meals. In the New Jersey cranberry harvest 
in September 1945, a third of the scoopers paid by the bushel had housing or 
meals furnished. Jn the other hand, in Clackamas, Multnomah, Marion, and 
Washington Counties, Oregon, only $ percent of the strawberry pickers paid a 
rate per pound received housing or meals as a perquisite during the week 
ended June li, 1945. In both the potato and the onion harvests in Michigan 
in September and October 1945, less than 10 percent of the potato pickers 
paid by the bushel and the onion toppers paid by the crate received housing 
or meals in addition,to their cash wage rate. 


Perguisites accompanying highest cash rates. For each time rate, the 
workers furnished houses as. perquisites in each region had a higher average 
cash wage than the other workers paid that type of rate. They did not have 
the highest average value of perquisites, but because they had substantial 
perquisites and the highest cash rates, they averaged the highest total wage 
rate in each region. The workers who are furnished houses are probably 
older and more experienced in farm work than the other workers paid the same 
type of wage rate. | | 


24/ Report No. 17 of the series, Surveys of Wages and Ylage Rates in 
Agriculture, (Processed). 
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Table 9. Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in 
Mey by all workers employed May 20-26, 1945, United States 
and major regions. 


Table 10. Distribution of all hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 
; 1945, by the. daily value of perquisites received, United 
States and major regions. 


Table ll. Distribution of the hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 
cae 1945, who worked 25 days or more on the reporting farm during 
the month, by the monthly value of perquisites received, 
United States and major regions. 


Table 12. Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in 
May by regular and seasonal hired farm workers employéd May 
20-26, 1945, by relationship to farm operator, United States 
and major regions, 
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fable 13. -Proportion of hired farm workers employed May’ 20-26, 1945, 
- not releted to the farm operator receiving specified per— 
quisites during the month, United States end ma jor SE 


Table 14. Percentage distribution of the daily value “ot perquisites 
among the major categories of perquisites received 1” May. by’ 
workers employed May 20-26, 1945, for. regular. and seasonal 
workers receiving eases ,; United ota tes | and ie jor regions. 


Table 15. Percentage distribution of ca: daily value ef ‘perquisites 
among major categories of perquisites, received - in May by 
workers employed May 20-26, 1945, for workers. related ‘and 
those not related to the farm o operator who received per-— 
quisites, United States and major regions, rs 

Table 16. Percentage distribution of the daily value of perquisites 

fi among the major categories 9f perquisites received in May by 
workers employed May 20-26, 1945, for workers receiving 
specified daily values of perquisites, United States and 
major regions. 


Table 17. Value and percentage composition of perquisites and total 
daily wages received in May by those hired farm workers 
employed May 20-26, 1945, receiving specified ekes of 

_ perquisites, United States and ma jor hs We 
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Tables for Section 3 

Table 18. Proportion of hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 1945, 
receiving specified perquisites during the month and the 
average daily value of specified veraquisites for those workers 
receiving them, by selected types of workers, United States. 


Table 19. Proportion of hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 1945,. 
receiving specified perquisites during the month, by selected 
types of workers, North, South, and West. 


Tables for Section 4 
| Table 20. Distribution of-farms hiring labor May 20-26, 1945, by the 
total value of perquisites furnished these workers during May 
and by the value of products sold or traded from the farm in 


1944, United States and major regions. 
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Value of perquisites and cash wages paid in May per farm hiring 
labor May 20-26, 1945, to workers employed on the farm that 

week, and the percentage distribution of the value of perquisites 
among major categories of perquisites, by size of farm enter— 
prise, United States and mejor regions. 


Table 22. Daily value of perquisites and cash wages paid per worker in May 
to workers employed May 20-26, 1945, on the farm who were not 
related to the farm operator, for regular workers, seasonal 
workers other than crew workers, and crew workers, by size of 


farm enterprise, United States and major regions. 


Table 23. Average daily value of selected perquisi 
employed May 29-26, 1945, who received ] 
who were not related to the farm operator, by size of farm 
enterprise, United States and major regions. 


Table 24. Froportion of workers employed May 20-26, 1945, receiving per-— 
quisites during month ard average daily value of perquisites in 
May for those workers employed May 20-26, receiving perquisites, 
by selected types of farm, major regions, 


Table 25, Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in 
Mey by workers employed May 20-20, 1945, for all workers and 
average value of specified perquisites for those receiving them, 
for selected tenure groups of the employing farm operator, 
United States and major regions. 
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Table 27. 


Table 28, 


Number of hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 1945, paid 
selected types of rates, by receipt of specified major per-— 
quisite items, United States and major regions. 


Average cash, noncash and total wage rates paid hired farm 
workers for selected types of rates, by receipt of specified 
major perquisite items, United States and major regions, 


May 1945 e , ine 


Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in 
May by regular and seasonal hired farm workers employed May 
20-26, 1945, receiving specified value of perquisites per day 
worked in May, ‘United Stetes and major regions. 
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Estimates based on detr from enumerative sample 
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he hired farm workers receiving perquisites in May are es follows: United Sta 
1 4.8; Northeast, 6.0; North Central, 5.7; South, 4.0; and West, 5.6. 
“a eas Excludes Sharkeropper s and tenants worleing as hired en laborers May 20-26 
1945, on their landlords' units and custom workers employed this week. } 


Table 11.-Distribution of the hired farm workers emploved Mey ae ee 
worked 25 days or more on the reporting farm during the 
monthiv value of pee tc received, United States 


-' Value of perquisites re- : United ‘: North-- : -North =: jue 


Br s ceived, during May States : east. oe Cenuraanus Soutit= iisteaue 
a Tey Percent Percent. Percent Percent 
d ———_— _— ——— a 


Total ~ 100 100 100 100 
None 18 23 \ Oe 
Under “10.00 9 6 (9 Ce aa 
10.00 - 19.99 9 6 easel De BO Sy 
PO600 ~ 29.99 g 6 6 oe 
30.00 ~ 39.99 17) 1) 16 2077 ae 
0200. —~ 4999 20 12 Bz. 3/ 10 mnih 
Res 50.00 - 59.99 12 14 17 
we 60,00 ~ 69.99 5 | ur 9 
} 70.00 and over 5 10 be 


Sy Rxcludes ~ sharecroppers and tenants working ¢ as hired farm laborers 
1945, on their landlords' units and custcm workers employed th’ s week. 

_ cludes workers reported in a group who all did not receive the same perq 
 2/ Under “20.00. The lowest value reported was $6.50. ia 
3/ $40.00 and over. The highest value reported was $62.90. ‘ 
ay $60.00 and over. The highest value reported was $90.70. 
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Table 13.—-Proportion of hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 1945, not 
related to the farm operator receiving specified perquisites 
during the month, United States and major regions LP 


United's North’ «* North. “< : 


Type of : 
perquisite 2/ s States =. east = Central: South: | veee 
Percent Percent Percent: \Perceny Percent 

House or apartment 25 21 26 32 any 
Roon 3/ 15 19 25 L, By 
Meals 23 27 47 19 ae) 
Room and meals 3/ 9 17 2b, 3 8 
Food products from farm 13 hig 27 seit f 
Fuel in 13 ai 1 6 
Laundry 4 13 es pi EE 
Transportation 16 L, ® 26 9 
Medical services 3 | a2 4 2 
Garden space AS 14 ep ay y 
Production services 16 16 2h 19 6 
Other Z a _ 3 2 


1/ Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers May. 
20-26, 1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers employed this 
week. 

Rit An individual worker may re ceive more than one type of perquisite. 

“yy Room or bunk space. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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Table 14.-Percentage distribution of the daily value of perquisites among the major 
categories of perquisites received in May by workers employed May 20-26, 
1945, for regular and seasonal workers receiving perquisites, United 


States and major regions ay é 
: “" s Average: | Distribution of 
Area and :Propor-: daily : daily value of perquisites 
type of worker’. :tion of: value : : House : : : 
:workers;: of per-; Total : or ; Room ; Meals ; Other | 
eee ee SOULS bess) ) 5 sapartment:. amp Oe : : 


rorcent Dollars Per ercent Percent Percent _ Percent Percent 
United otates 
Workers receiving some 
perquisites; 


Total LOO 97 100 ay a Se Pal 
HKegular 49 Le30 100 aeat 10 49 pal 
Seasonal 51 64 100 aoe 8 60 21. 
Northeast 
Workers receiving some 
perquisites; 
Total LOO 1.46 100 Lo 15 Bist 12 
Regular 83 Lee 100 aban Le De aie? 
pearonal anes 99 100 9g 2 62 i 


North Central 
Workers receiving some 
perquisites: 


Total a Pap 8 1.48 100 at: a 59 15 
Regular 76 Bee OO 8 ai LS aa 54 Ly 
Seasonal ae pee LOO 5 6) 76 9 
South 
workers receiving some 
perquisites; 
Total 160 64, 1U0 20 4 45 sue 
Regular 30 Re i) LOO 28 5) 30 ao 
Seasonal 70 his 100 ay 4, 56 26 
Viorkers receiving some 
perquisites; ; 
Total 100 Pe st ities Yes 20 ST Lo 14 EAL 20 
hegular Sas ay ak LOO he 20 12 50 18 
Seasonal 49 a } 100 6 16 5d, 4 A 


1/ Excludes sharecrop ers and tenants working ‘as hired farm laborers May 20-26, 
1945; on their landlords! units and custom workers employed this week. Aiso ex- 
cludes workers reported on a group schedule if all the workers in the group did 
not reccive the same perquisites. About 10 percent of the sample cases other 
/than sharecroppers, tenants, or custom workers fell in this c.tegory. Because 
the workers reported on group schedules tend to get lower, than average amounts of 
perquisites, average values for groups excluding these workers in tables 14, 15, 
16,°and 28 usually are higher than the averages for all workers shown in other 
tables. 

ef Hoom or bunk space 


Estimates based on data from cnumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricul— 
tural Heonomics. 
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Table 15.-Percentage distribution of the daily value of perquisites among 
major categories of perquisites, received in May by workers em- 
ployed May 20-26, 1945, for workers related and those not related 
to the farm operator who received perquisites, United States and 
aajor regions 1/ 


; Average : Distribution .of daily value of perquisites 


Area and type : daily : : louse ; : ; 
of worker cavalo Of, | is) Totaly: or :Room 2/; Meals : Other 
sperquisites _ apartment: : : 


Dollars” “Percent” Percent’ Percent Percent. Percess 
United States 
Workers receiving 


perquisites: «93 LOO ne, 10 51 a 
Related IstSo LOO ue io 66 14 
Not related 3/ 79 100 21 9 45 2a 
Workers receiving 
perquisites; Lea 3 100 16 oh 57 13 
Related TS). 100 he aly 19 66 9 
Not related 3/ Vaca Luu 23 11 50 16 
North Central 
Workers receiving 
perquisites: 1.46 100 16 pee Pi 16 
Related Ceo 100 9 12 68 10 
Not related 3/ ae 160 £2 re) 50 19 
south 
Workers receiving 
perquisites: .65 190 ye 4 43 32 
Related Ag dey 100 2 LO 65 22 
Not related 3/ 259 100 125 5 38 34 
West 
Workers receiving 
perquisites: mY be | 100 13 19 50 13 
Related Lw6% 100 ace 9 Die ey! 
Not related 3/ ee 100 R3 22 49 16 


1/ Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers “ay 20-26, 
1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers employed this week. Also 
excludes workers reported on a group schedule if all the workers in the group 
did not receive the same perquisites. about 10 percent of the sample cases 
‘other than sharecroppers, tenants, or custom workers fell in this category. 
Because the workers reported on group schedules tend to get lower than avorage 
amounts of perquisites, average values for groups excluding thése workers in 
tables 14, 15, 16, and 28 usually are higher than the averages for all workers 
shown in other tables. 

2/ itoom or bunk space. 

3/ Crew workers, for whom relationship to the farm operator was not asked, are 
included with workers not reiated to the farm operator. .: 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agri- 


cultural Economics. cae ae 
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Table 16,-Percentage distribution of the daily value of perquisites among the major 
“categories of perquisites received in May by workers employed May 20-26, 
1945, for workers receiving specified daily values of perquisites, United 
States and major regions 1 


. : ; : Average: on Distribution of 
Area and -:Propor-- gai ly:.: _daily value of eee 
-tio Peithee is ge . ay 
type of worker bearers value : , ar House : 
a :workers: of per-: Total :0r apart-: Room : Meals +Qther 
Ae Sens oe Leet eer en Si Leet : ment faced 


Percent Dollars rcen 2 Percent 
United States Percent | rs Percent Perce nhs Percent Percent “Percent 


All workers 100 64 100 he 9 de Pa Win 
Workers, with daily value . . 
of perquisites: : . 
Gl 39 | 32.5 18 100 a} 9 19 45 


Gol GEIS : 32 ny 100 Dey 4 LET Se PDS 

41.20 and over 36 1,91 Stabe 13 (a 58 18 
Northeast. . 

All workers 100 <4 100 Oo tO a ot ae: 


Viorkers, with daily value 
of perquisites: . : 
peOl 699 A 10 nen tO OME pt 


ig 8 1/ 40 
GoL0 E19 ho Pes fn oe et prs 4 45 22 
1.20 and over 61 OR Par) mbes Lt at Tek 10 
North Central has 
All workers . 100 ae mnele) 13 LY Send ta 
Workers with daily value : © BR meng 
of perquisites; Oa it 2 Harner i ge 
oO 4/0339 gB se3 RLY 18 fiat Se on” em 
S40 Gri 9 Pa ras 100 Cue3 bees 56) ~ i7 
$1.20 and over 66 1.88 100 eqs: ete 59 145 
South ee a, : 
All workers 100 Pye 100 20 4 a taacs 3h 
Workers with daily value ( 
of perquisites: 
SOL 9-539 47 eS: 100 ied 2 Ls 48 
$.40 -1.19 be soo 200 22 2 L9 ay 
1.20 and over : 16 1.89 100 16 6 48° 30 
west 14 : 
All werkers 100 «46 LOO LS 14 51 20 
Workers with daily value . . 
of perquisites; 
a Ols ou 039 35 oe) 18 35 ba 4l 
sO see le kD 29 .69 LOO 35 ume 23 a 
“ae 20 and over 36 1595 LOGS *, 9 cen 64 2 Bis 


1/ Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers May 20-26,1945, OG, 
on their landlords' units and custom workers employed this week. Also excludes mele 
ers reperted.en a group schedule if all the workers in the group did not receive the _ 
same perquisites. About 10 percent of the sample cases other’ than sharecroppers, 
tenants, or custom workers feli in this category. Because the workers reported on 
group eons tend to get lower than average amounts of perquisites, average value 
fer groups excluding these workers in tables 14, 15, 16, and 28 usually are higher 
than the averages for all workers .shovm in other eee 

2/ Room or bunk space. Ragin 
Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricul-— 
tural Econemics.. 


-~ 36. 
Table 17.-Velue and percentage composition of perquisites and totel daily wages 
received in May by those hired farm workers employed May 20-26, 1945, 
receiving specified types of perquisites, United States and major 
regions 1/ | ' . 


: Daily . sProportion of value of: 


Area and specified. : Number value : perquisites. from : Total 
type of parquisite =: of uray 5) : Specified: Other : daily 
neceived 2/ _t workers :perquasitessperguisitesperquisites: wages 3/ 
me Number Dollars Percent Percens Dellars 
United States 1,942,100 ok - - 4.20. 

Workers receiving: 2% 
Any perquisites 1,297,600 .93 - cr A225 
House or apartment 4795.00 60> “45 55 hui dD 
Room or bunk space 377,500 1.38 a 77 4.90 
Meals 4/ 375,100 1,35 79 pak £5 20: Gq 
Room and meals 5/ 270,700 1,82 95 6 hil S 4 ie 

Northeast 178 ,000 o4 - - 4.75 
Workers receiving: 
Any perquisites 114,300 BAS: = = 4.55 
House or apartment 34,800 ees 8, 43 ers!) 
Room or bunk sp-ce 54,200 1.88 23 7 4.10 
Meals 4/ 73,100 ttt fe 27 hoes 
Room and meals 5/ 52,200 1.95 94 6 4.05 
North Central 360 ,200 22 - _ AO 
Workers receiving: 
Any perquisites 297 , 300 1.46 - - 4.30 
House or apartment 84,600 aA oe 54 46 4.90 
Room or bunk space 129 , 300 ano 19 81 4-00 
Meals 4/ 208 ,600 Vase f: 24, #10 
Room and meals 5/ 126,700 1.80 96 Z 4.00 
South 973,000 Wi; Es *. 3.00 
Workers receiving: 
Any perquisites 656,100 ~65 ~ ~ 3 5 
House or apartment 299 , 300 «0 39 61 3.60 
Room or bunk spaces 63,100 1,39 19 81 LS 
Meals 4/ 227 , 500 .96 83 if 3.50 
Room and meals 5/ 50,400 70 89 a 4.55 
West 430,900 Ae = - 6.50 
Workers receiving: 

.- Any perquisites 229 ,900 79 - _ 6.60 
House or apartment 51,400 -93 4& 52 6.20 
Room or bunk spece 130,900 Mle 36 64 6.45 
Meals 4/ 65,900 17d a 19 6.90 
Room and meals 5/ 41. ,400 1483 99 i 6.20 


1/ fixecludes sherecroppers and tenents working as nired frrm laborers May 20-26, 


1945, on their landlords' units and custom workers employed this week. 


2/ Since workers may receive more than one t 


mutusllv exclusive. 


3/ Total daily wages have been rounded to the nearest nickel. 


Z/ One or more meals. 


5/ one or more meals and room or bunk space. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey 


tural Economics. 


vpe of perquisite, classes are not 


of the Bureau of Agricul- 
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Table 23.-Average daily value of selected Pee ae for those workers employed 
Hay 20-26, 1945, who received perquisites in Mey and who were not re— 
lated to the farm operator, by size of farm enterprise, United States 
and major regions 1/ 


: Daily value of specified perquisites 
Apedsand “Veluer ole products: =< per ‘worker receiving them eA 
sold or traded in 1924/4 > House or’ <=) .Rooran or “= teal - Room and 
iy ce : apartment ;: bunk space ;: eet S: 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars 
United States 
Under 34,000 Ree oe 86 1.8 


4,000 — 9,999 AVA yh men anes 1.46 
410,000 and over 46 aoe peySh: 1.73 


Northeast and Morth Central 


Under COU0 ef) 283 wok 96 L638 
4,000 — 9,999 wie Soi tise AN 710 
10,000 and over ie. sya eed eo 
ohne 
Under $1, 500 2 eas 36 eal 
#1, 500 — 3,999 sore 2 64 By) 
4,000 and over rete 2/ 2/ 2/ 
(inder 10,060 ae Lea Ree Lae hots Perry 
410,000 and over 045. 229 1.46 Sys 


Ly Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers May 20-26, 
1945, on their landlords' units and custom Workers employed this week. 

2/ Estimate not shown because there were too few cases in the semple in this 
class. 


Estimates based on data from cnumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural. Economics 
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Table 28.—-Average daily value of perquisites and cash wages received in “May by 
regular and seasonal hired farm worksars employed May 20-26,.. 1945, re- 
ceiving specified value o* perquisites per day worked in May, United 
States and major regions ut . 

‘Workers receiv-: Daily + Cash. : Total : Proportion 
krea* type! ofiworker | andi’ singvspecifiedis value. + deily eadaily « of daily 


daily value of ‘perquisites: + aily value :of per- ¢ wages : wages : wages from 
ae sof perquisites :quisites: a7 a) afi perguisnues 
Percent Dollars Dollars Dollars Percent 
United States —- all. workers . 100 64 3.45 As LOW t Ver eer 
Regular workers .. AL 04 ea £935 2h 


With daily value of 
perquisites; — 


Yone 8 Pe ner 4435 = 
$.O01 — .39 . we 380 ae)0) . 
ig Aare cal pel a? ANG, Par ors .0 ripe he) 19 
1.20 and over ; 18 1.85 2270 4.55 Pe ltes 
Seasonal workers 59 aS 3450 3490 wk, PAG 
“With daily value of 
perquisites: 
None 25 - 400 4.00 - 
GeO =. 639 ab? ike: 2985 3000 6 
SO ee ; 12 66 3230 3395 ae 
ie20 and ever . tie AiO 3.90 6.00 35 
Northeast -— all workers 100 sO Ss Paege) bees eau) 
Regular workers "ae AE Ss B20 ae NS 2) 
With daily walue. of pes 
perqua sites 
None if - 1,.60 4.60 = 
#01 - .39 s ag Syis!8 5.5 Ome 3 
40 — 1.19 uns: 88 Pees Byes 23 
1.20 and over - 36 097 2d Link A5 
Seasonal workers 29, oy: 5.00 5.35 rate 
“ith daily value of 
perquisites: 
Nene a 18 - ae 5.60 - 
$.01 — .39 4 ai Be5 5445 i 
40 - 1.19 hat 4 ate 34.0% Liat osha 4, 
Le20 and over ~ , 3" yonlke 3.25 5.45 40 
North Centrel - all workers 100" ufe3 35 15 4.40 28 
regular workers Mf eee Y paweg 2.085 erate 33 
With deily value of ! 

. perquisites: — . | 3 
None 8 - 4.05 £205 a 
SeOLe= «39 ean Coe” Sas) 3.90 Lia l® res 
40 =, 1. «19 oath Rate, , 90 ReGS Oo 23 

1.20. and over | yh AG Leh 2a Brit’ doe 12 

Seasonal workers ~—- iO | +85 3495 4.80 18 
With daily value of 


perquisites: 
None 9 _ 5.65 5.65 i. 


—— 
a ee ee ee 
a 


a be & 

Table 28.-Average daily a of perqu visites and cash wages received in May by 
regular and seasonal hired farm workers employed itey 20265 19455 re= 
ceiving Sates Mee value of perquisites per day worked in May, United 

States and major regions 1/ (contimed) 


“Yorkers receiv-: Paily : Cash : Total : Proportion 
Area, type of worker and : ing specified : value : daily : meas! t of daily 


dai aft value of | perquisites : daily value :of per- : wages : wages : wages from 


U iW § Sen 8 sot Sergnisi Ves Bee ies F ey stat 2/ perguisite 
Percent Nollars Dollars Dollars A pice a 
North Central (Cont'd. ) 
01 = 439 A 225 geld 3.40 7 
hi) = bold shag fo RRS AeO5 16 
1.20 snd over 3 2.26 325 5.40 42 
South — all workers 100 vl 3 2G05 3.00 Lz, 
Reecular workers 26 73 2at5 rae Zo. 
Yith dailv value of 
perquisites: 
None 6 = ZeoQ 2.80 = 
cage Lo = 39 5 se PEN bes 2.95 fi 
me oe LG 8 ee 2.80 3e50 20 
- Ee and over’ 7 16% 2.60 4395 4,0 
Seasonal workers 7h ase 2.50 2.60 E2 
With daily value of 
perquisites 
None’. 27 — elo CHAS - 
®.01 - .39 ‘ 26 hy Zi BO 2645 ef 
40 - 1.19 LY? 66 Ze85 3.450 19 
ra20 and over’. 4 ae 2670 4.80 Lh 
West - all workers ” 100 «46 6.10 O255 | 7 
Yepular workers a -79 eS |. ba 38 43 
With daily value’ of 
perquisites: 
ene ..° ibe ~ 6.25 6.25 = 
SAOL ‘4 39a 6 19 6.00 6420 3 
pA) oe Pie VS ; # a? Ser 6.45 LZ 
1.20 and over ces 2.02 Aw2O Cyc" * 33 
Sea sonal workers 63 sat 6.50 » 6375 L, 
Mth daily value of 
nerquisites; ; 
None 4,0 = 6.50 6.50 = 
®.0l --.39 ae ee 56945 baL5 3 
yO er he19 6 63 6.30 6.90 9 
1.20-and over 6 aa 7.50 9.30 19 
1/ Excludes sh sharecroppers and tenents working g as hired farm leborers “f Tay iy 20-26, 19/5, 
on their landlords' units and custom work=rs empl oyed this week., )Aiso excludes work- 


ers revorted on a group schedule if all the workers in the group did not receive the 
same perquisites. About LO percent of the sample cases other than sharecroppers, 
ants, or ie eee eens fell in this catepory. Because the workers reported on group 


schedules ¢ ae ‘Lower then Pe a amounts 9 perquisites, average values for 
rouns Ga °t ese Workers..in tables 14, 15 2% and 25 usually are higher than 
he averages for all workers shown in other té ies. 


2/ Cash daily wages and total daily wages have been rounded to the nearest nickel. 


Estimates. based on deta from cnumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Sericul— 
tural Economics. 
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APPENDIX 


Coverage, Definitions, and Schedules 


The special national survey of perquisites was made in conjunction 
with the national enumerative survey of farm wages and wage rates in May 
1945. It is a part of the new farm wage statistics work initiated in 
March 1945 in the Bureau of Agricuitural Economics. 7 Hach of the. three 
national enumerative surveys made in 1945 covered the frequency with which 
major perquisites were furnished to hired farm workers, but more detailed 
data on kinds and values of perquisites furnished were obtained in May, 
when a supplementary schedule was taken for a subsample of the hired farm 
workers employed on the reporting farms durins the survey week. 


1. Coverage of hired workers underlying estimates of perquisites 


For each hired farm worker employed May -20-26, 1945, on farms in 
the subsample, the farm operator supplied information about the kinds and 
values of perquisites which he furnished the worker during the month ‘of 
May, and gave other related information, such as cash wages and days 
worked during the month. Data on perouisites and cash wages obtained on 
the spévial perquisite schedule relate to all persons who did farm work 
for cash wages at. any time during the survey week, with two exceptions. af 
Sharecroppers and tenants who did hired farm work on the landlords! units 
during the survey week were excluded from tabulations, for the perquisite 
icture would have been confused by the housing er other goods and ser-— 
vices which tnese workers received as croppers er tenants rather than as 
an additional part ef their wages for hired work on the landlords! units. 
But any sharecroppers or'tenants doing hired farm work on farm units other 
than their landlords! were included. The second group excluded were custom 
workers employed during the survey week, because their "wages" covered hire 
of machinery, equipment, or workstock furnished by the workers in addition 
to their labor. (See Table 29 in the Appendix of this report for estimates 
of the size of these two excluded groups.) 


2. Definitions and methods of evaluating perquisites 


Perquisites are noncash benefits, either goods or services, fur-— 
nished to workers, in addition to cash wages, as a payment for work. The 
amounts and kinds of perquisites are usvally clearly understood in the 
wage agreement between the farmer and his workers. Perquisites furnished 
hired farm workers should not be confused with Southern "furnish," which 
consists of goods provided sharecroppers or tenants by the. plantation 
operators during the year, which are paid for by deduetions at the end of 
the year from the croppers! or tenants! share of the crop. Goods and 


1/ The differences between the wage data presented in this series of ° 
reports and the historical wage rate series of the Bureau are discussed 

in Appendix A of Report Nos. 4, 7, and 16 of the series, Surveys of.Wages 
and Wage Rates in Agriculture. : 

PoE For definition of farm work used in these surveys and a diseussion of 
how borderline cases were handled, see Section 4 of the Appendix cited above. 
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services furnished to the worker by the farmer for which a charge or 
deduction in wages was made are not considered as perquisites. 


The total wages received by a worker, as shown in this report, are 
his cash wages plus the value of perquisites he received on the reporting 
farm during May. Average daily wages, either cash or total, or the aver-— 
age daily value of perquisites received by the workers are the average 
values received per day worked in May. In deriving these averages, the 
total values were divided by the number of days on which a hired worker 
did any hired farm work on the farm in May. 


The farmers surveyed reported both the quantity and value of per— 
quisites which they furnished at any time in May to the workers they em-— 
ployed during the week of May 20-26. The percguisites were evaluated by 
the farmer at the cost to him, or at the current local value of the item. 
More specifically, houses were valued at their present market value, and 
then 1 percent of the present market value was considered as the monthly 
rental value of the house. If more than one member of a family worked as 
hired farm workers on the reporting farm during the survey week and the 
family received a house as a perquisite, the value of the house was con— 
sidered as a perquisite to the head of the household and not to the other 
hired workers in his family. Thus, each house was counted only once. 

The number of such cases reported was extremely small. 


Instructions tn enumerators specified that the rental values of 
apartments and rooms furnished hired workers in the operator's house were 
to be estimated if the farmer had never rented these quarters, or Simtvias 
quarters. Rent charged for similar apartments or rooms in the immediate 
prea was to.be used as a guide. «Or, if there were none rented an che 
area, 1 percent of the current value of the whole building was to be appor-— 
tioned between the apartment or the room furnished the hired worker and 
the rest of the house on the basis of the number of rooms in the house. 


The meals furnished to the hired farm workers as perquisites were 
valued at the price charged by rural families in the area for eguivalent 
meals or at the cost of the food to the farm operator plus the wages of 

hired cooks, or plus a reasonable allowance for any unpaid family labor 
used in the preparation of the meals. Values of meals furnished without 
charge to members of the hired worker's family who were not also hired 
workers on the farm were classified as "other" perouisites for the hired 
farm worker. 


Food products from the farm furnished to hired workers as perquisites 
were valued at current local farm prices for products of the same quality 
or grade, Fuel such'as fuel oils, gas, and electricity were valued at. the 
cost to the farm operator. “ood was valued at the current local farm 

price (for the same cut or uncut condition in which it was provided to the 
workers). An allowance was made in the value for any equipment the fermer 
supplied without charge to the worker to use in cutting or hauling the 

wood and for any working time the worker was allowed to use in cutting the 
wood. The value of.laundry done for the worker was estimated at the value 


it would have cost the worker if he had had it done by a commercial . See be 
laundry or by someone who does such washing. Garden space and production 


t 
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services supplied or to be supplied at any time during the year were 
valued for the year, and then one-—twelfth of the value was assigned to 
May. Production materials furnished without charge (such as seeds, lime 
and fertilizer) were valued at the cost to the operator. Farm produced 
seed or feed were valued at the local farm price, The. value of such 
privileges or services as use of land, machinery, or workstock was esti-— 
mated at the rental which the operator would have charged a neighboring 
farmer for the same service. An allowance was made for any labor of the 
operator involved, as the time he spent in cultivating, spraying, or plow-— 
ing the worker's own crops or land. Medical services and other per— 
quisites were valued at the cost to the operator. _ 


3. Average farm price of food products for county 


Both the quantity and the value of food products from the farm fur— 
nished as perqwisites were reported by the farmers surveyed in the May 
special survey of perquisites. The value of the product per unit from 
these data was compared with the independent estimates of the farm price 
of selected food products supplied for each of the 158-sample gounties 
from unpublished data, by the Division of Agricultural Estimates, Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics. On each individual schedule reporting food 
products as perquisites, this comparison was made for the value of milk, 
Irish potatoes, sweetpotatoes, and pork. Ih no cases were the values re— 
ported by the farmers in the Spec cial survey of perquisites unreasonably 
different from the independert estimate of the average farm price of each 
commodity in the particular county, and no additional editing of these 
items was required. 


Le Types of schedules used 


The ,basic schedule used in the May 1945 special survey of perqui-— 
sites, is reproduced in this Appendix. A modified form was used to obtain 
information about groups of workers in cases where the operator could not 
furnish the information on an individual basis. The data requested were 
essentially the same on the group schedule as on the one reproduced here. 
Workers for whom the operator gave group perquisite information were not 
necessarily crew workers, although most crews were reported on group per— 
quisite schedules. Group schedules were often used when no perguisites 
were furnished in May to any of the hired farm workers employed during the 
survey week or when all the workers on the farm that week received the 
same perquisites, Workers in groups in which each worker did not receive 
the same perquisites but who were reported on a group schedule made up 
only about 10 percent of all workers in the sample. In such cases, the 
types and values of perquisites reported were allocated among the svoey ae 
ual workers covered in as reasonable a way as possible, considering all 
the known data about the workers. However, as the allocation of a report-— 
ed perquisite to a particular worker in the group. was somewhat arbitrary, 
information for such workers has been excluded from a few of the tabula— 
tions, as has been footnoted on the appropriate tables. 


Special Schedule on Perquisites =) SA a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULEURE 4 
Sa apis ae: Bureau of Agricultural Economics 


SURVEY OF FARM WAGE RATES 
3, Identification 


(State) on ; (County) (Segment number) (Prelist line number 


_ of farm aperaten) 


(Farm operator's name) (Worker's line (Worker's name) ~aaaeatT name) 


number on Form 1) 


42, Residence and additional information on worker 
\ 
1. Where does this worker now live? (Check one) 
On this fara 


Cj On another farm Cc} In city or town (that is, in an ia grt place of 2 0500 
h population or more 


|_| Xn rural area but not on a fara 


@. If this worker lives on this farm, how many other members of his family are living with 
hind (Number) 


3. What is the marital status of this worke ? (Check one) 


(_]  Singie (] Married Other ~ (E2) Don't know 
4. Does this worker's wage rate of $ Per include payment for any 


work done by other members of his ole for thie operator? | Yes C] Bo 
If yes, describe kind and amount of work done by the other family members 


5. Does this worker have any physical or mental disabilities that interfere with his ability to do 
farm work (such as arm or leg missing, chronic rheumatism, feeblemindedness, etc. 7 


C) Yes [_] ¥o If yes, specify the nature of the disability Sk 


6. Fa how many years has thie worker done Some work on a farm operated by your 


Number of years) 


7. How much experience hes this worker had in farm work? 


[] Less than six months (C_) two years but less than 5 years 
Cc) Six months but less than one year . Cj Five years or more 
([_] One year but less than two years ([] Don't know 


YI, Employment and cash wages for month of May 1 
1. How many days was thie worker employed at farm work on this farm during the month of May 19h5? 
(Days) 


2. voce the total cash wages earned by this worker for farm work done on this farm auras May 
? 
dan, (Dollars) 


= oe Budget Bureau Ho. 40-4550 
~ 55 Approval Expires 6/30/45 


“Wv. Perquisite items furnished without charge in addjtion to cash wages 


Wote: If hired worker is also a tenant (or # sharecropper in the South) of this operetor, give his tenure 


1. 


classification here and do not fill out the rest of the i oa 


Cash tenant | Sha retenant Sharecropper (in South only) 
be food, laund etc. during month of 1 
iten Quantity as indicated v as ated 
House Ho. of rooms Present value of building 


Apartment in 
operator's house 

Lodging (room or 
bunk space only) 


Wo. of rooms Estimated rental value per month 


Estimated rental value per gzonth 


Meale Total number Estimated value of all meals 
Dosen Total value 
Fruit and/or vegetables 
(excluding potatoes) Total value 
uel (include gas 
and electricity) fotal value 
Laundry Total value 
Milk Gallons Total value 


Potatoes - Irish Bushels Total value 


Sweetpotatoes Bushels fotal value 
Pork Pounds (dr. wt.) Total value 
Other meat 


{including poultry) Pounds (dr. wt.) Total value 
Other food products 
Medical services or 


supplies 


Total value 


PELL TERELL EL 


Total value 


Other privileges or services ziven or to be given without charge to worker duri the year } 


@, Are you furnishing the worker any garden space during 1945? C) Yes CJ Ho 


If yes, how much garden space is being used by the worker? (Acres) 
Estimate annual rental value of space being used (Dollars) 


b. Have you furnished or do you intend to furnish the worker the use of any of your farm machinery, 
equipment, tools, or work-stock for use on his own farm, crops, or garden during 1945? 
Yes Wo If yes, estimate what the cost would be if the worker hired or rented 
~ the items furnished (Dollers) 


c. Have you furnished or do you intend to furnish the worker any feed or pasturege for his own 
livestock or chickens, or any barn space to keep his livestock during 1945? (_} Yes CJ Yo 
If yes, estimate the total value of these privileges (Dellars) 


a. Have you furnished er do you intend to furnish the cy any seed, fertilizer, or insecticides 


for his farm or garden during 1945? (__} Yes Bo 
If yes, estimate the total value of these items (Dollars) 


6. Have you dene or do you intend to do any plowing, cultivating or other work on worker's own farm, 
crops oF garden during 1945? Tes C) Bo 

If yes, estimate the value of such services (Dollars) y 

f. Have you furnished or do you intend to furnish the worker without charge any other type of privileges 


or services not mentioned above? (Do not include items listed in, IV - 1.) 
If yes, describe and estimate their total value during 1945 


ae 


Sampling Method 


1. Design of the sample 


The May 1945 national survey of farm wages and wage rates made by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics involved visits by enumerators to a 
sample of 20,000 farm operators in 158 counties of the United States. A 
map showing these counties, a description of the method of their selection, 
and a description of the method of sclecting the farmers to be enumerated 
within the sample counties. may be found in Appendix B of Reports No. 4, 7, 
or 16 of the series, Surveys of Wages and Wage Rates in Agriculture. 


A subsample of these 20,000 farm operators was used for the special 
schedule on perquisites on the same or a follow-up visit. The subsample 
included all the farm operators surveyed who employed 4 or more hired farm 
workers during the survey week, and one-fourth of the farm operators who 
employed 1 to 3 during the week. Perquisite schedules were obtained for 
all workers employed during the survey week by this subsample of farm 
operators. 


2. iethods of computation and expansion 


Information from the perquisite subsample fcr workers on farms with 
three or fewer workers was weighted 4 times as heavily as information for 
workers employed on farms with 4 or more workers, thus expanding the sub— 
sample to the level of the parent sample. Then the regional expansion 
factors were used to weight the regional information from the sample to 
the United States level. These expansion factors are based on the sampling 
rates for each region, 1 out of every 97 farms in the Northeast, 1 out of 
every 134 in the North Central, 1 out of every 332 in the. South, and 1 out 
of every 481 in the West. 


The actual number of hired farm workers included in the subsample 
for the special schedule on perquisites was 5,106, or 63 percent of the 
number included in the general survey sample. aby The percentage of work— 
ers receiving a particular perquisite may be used with this to indicate 
roughly the number of sample cases involved in the average value per work— 
er receiving it. However, no averages have been shown based on fewer than 
approximately 50 cases in the subsample. 


Additional reliability was introduced into the results from the sub-— 
sample of workers covered in the perquisite survey by adjusting to control 
totals of hired workers obtained from the general wage survey which covered 
20,000 farms, The adjustment was made seperately for workers related and 
those not related to the farm operator, and within each of these groups by 
duration of employment during the year and by age and sex. Table 29 shows 


1g Excludes sharecroppers and tenants working as hired farm laborers 
May 20-26, 1945, on their landlords! units and custom workers employed 
this week. 
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fable 29.-Comparison of estimates of number of hired farm workers derived from the 
Bureau of Agricultural Hecnorics' May 1945 Enumerative Survey of Wages 
and Wage Rates in Agriculture with estimates based on the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics! Special Enumerative Survey of Perquisites Furnished 
Hired Farm Workers in May 1945, United States a / 


- Number of workers ostimated .:Number of workers esti stinated from 


; from regular enumerative : oe enumerative , survey 
: wage survey, May ee > Of perquisites, May 1945 
Morger; Cnaracter—' : : : : Share- : Wrkers 
lao and ‘dura— Petal : worker - Workers. :croppers .-other than 
wom of employ.) 4+) workers’ <«) Custom; other : ouner a OF - ; custom work 
eohy ; 2/ sworkers ;: than ; than -tenants ;ers, share 
: ARE Ws ey CHS TOR (os. CUSTOM) 2s 3/ : croppers, or 
Ae RE heer keys. * si WORKERS wet. 9/0 jhe eee ee 4/ 
Number Number vumber® :o.' Numbex Number Number 
Total workers 2433, 000 87,000 >) e244, OCO 2,244,000; 302;000 ) TO 
Regular 875,000 9,000 866,000 866,000 102,000 764, 000 
seasonal. other 
tian, crew 886,000 78,000 808 , 000 808,000 91,000 717, GO" 
Crew 570, COO - 570, O00 570, 000) LOS VOD 461 , COO 
Related to the 
farm cperator 282,000" — 282,000 282,000 920,000. +1) 262)008 


Not related to the 
farm operator 5/ 2,049,000. 87,000. 1,962,000 1,962,000 282,000 1,680,000 


Male 1,946,000 87,000 1,859,000 1,859,000 251,000 1,608,000 
Female: 385,000 i 385,000 385,000 51,000 334,000 


Workers other than 
crew Wo rker 


S3- Le 76l O00) 0.87000 ) 1. 1.674,000,, 136744000, 193,000 (uit Minis 
Under 18 years 


of age 2 a 331,000 ° 331,000 15,000 316,000 
18 — 44 years : i 897,000 897,000 127,000 770, 000 
45 — 64 years i ‘i 358,000 358,000 48,000 310,000 
65 years and over - - 88,000 88,000 3, 000 85,000 


i, See accompanying text for difterences between samples. 
Published in Heport Number 7 of Surveys of Wages and “luge Raves in Agriculture 
Working as hired farm laborers cn their landlords!’ units, 

This group of workers is the one most co: monly used in this report. 

Crew workers, for whom relationship to the farm operator was not asked, are in— 
uded with yorker s not related to the farm operator, 


O [ne [o[ry| 
PN ES 
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Fstimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricul— 
tural Economics 


a Fee 


the. najor clesses to which the subsample deta were edjusted to the parent 
sample data, although it does not show the finer subclassifications actu— 
ally used. The estimated total number of workers of various types, to 
which many of the percentages in the tables in this report relate, are 
given in Table 30. 


For each of the finest subclassifications used, the percentage of 
workers receiving any specified perquisite item was computed and this 
percentage was. then applied to the number of workers in the subclass as 
obtained from the general farm wage survey. Because the criteria for 
subclassification were highly correlated with the proportion of workers 
receiving perquisites, the adjustments involving use of data from the 
larger sample resulted in a smaller sampling error of the total numbers 
and percentages of workers receiving perquisites, Preliminary investiga— 
tion, however, revealed that the same process was not necessary in com— 
puting average values for the workers receiving specified perquisites as 
the adjusted average did not differ meterially from the unadjusted. 


Comparison of subsample for perquisite survey with parent sample 


Certain perquisite information obtained in the general farm wage 
survey of Mey 1945 was tabulated for roe the workers and then separately 
for the workers in the subsample for the special perquisite survey of May 
1945. From these data percentages were derived of the workers receiving 
houses, room, or meals during the survey week. In each region, the pro— 
portion from the subsample and from the parent sample were very similar. 
Thus, it does not seem likely that the enumerators used any purposive 
criteria in selecting workers to include in the subsample for the per— 
quisite survey rather than following the random subsampling methods as 
prescribed. » 


To show the seasonal pattern of providing perquisites, .the propor— 
tions of hired farm workers employed in March and in September who re— 
ceived houses, roors, or meals as perquisites. during the survey week can-— 
not be compared with the May special survey of percuisites (because of the 
differences in coverage) as well as they can with the corresponding per— 
centages from the May national survey of farm wages and wage rates. 

(See Section 1 of the text for a discussion of the seasonal variation in 
furrishing perquisites.) For easy reference, these data from the March, 
May, and September 1945 national survey of farm wages and wage rates have 
been reproduced from Reports No. 4, 7, and 16 of the series, Surveys of 
Wages and Wage Rates in Agriculture, in Table 31 of this Appendix, along 
with similar data for January 1946. 
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Table .30.-Number of hired farm workers, by selected types 


ty hse 


of workers, United 


States and: major-regions, 


Type OL : United °- > North 
worker sUnstaves +. Northeast’: Central POC s West 
PL ae ~~ Number » Mamber Number Mumber Number 
oval workers 1,942,000 178, 000 360, 000 973,000 . 431,000 
Eegular 764, 000 118,000 242,000 278,000 2 126,008 
Seasonal 1,278,000 60, GLO 118,000 695,000... 305,000 
Other than crew 717,000 40, O00 122,000 458,000.) ONT 
Crew L461, OUO 20,000 6,000 237,000 VOUS A0te 
Aalaue 2a tO ‘the, Tarm 
operator 262 , 000 44,4000 97, OUD 92,000 29,000 
Not related to the 
farm operatur 2/ 1,680,000 134, 000 263,000 881,000 4025000 
v/ a recroppere and tenants working as hired farm laborers rs May eee Oot 


LOL, their landlords! units and custom workers emploved this week. 
a sa workers, for whom relationship to the farm operator wus'n t asked, are 
included with workers not related to the farm operator. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the RBuresu 


eueruure.. Sconomics. 


of Agri- 


eat fs 


Table 31.-Proportion of regular and seasonal workers employed during the week who 
received specified pergquisi irs, major regions, Mareh 18—24, 1945, 
May 20-26, 1945, September 16-22, 1945, and December 30, 1945~ 
January 5, 1946 1/ 


ee "HOUSE OI ah) Ui ad erate in ied Two or 
ae : apartment : bunk -spaee. 4 -t..  wore meats) aa 
ee : TON: Regie. season giv oe) os: heme - Season-: : Hogu-— -Season— 
week zo ~ tal eines . ES oe RO DED “S-.shee fe ad : OCs : er o” Shee 
ia Percent | Porcent Pert recent Percent Porcent ‘Percent Percent Pe: -ercent Percent 
Northeast 
January 28 BS 2/ 29 25 2/ i 45 2/ 
March 22 26 LZ 38 46 13 ae 50 S 
May 23 26 ie 33 Le 16 3¢ 48 22 
September 13 23 9 ou 46 Le 30 oye 18 
North Central 
January 2 37 2/ 45 19 2/ 1 52 2/ 
March — Z 33 2 42 46 26 51) Ay 16 
May ao 3:3 i, 38 4} eas 49 54 38 
September 17 34 6 29 50 nA BY ps: 25 
South 
January 60 66 2/ 9 12 ne 16 23 pee 
March 54 fee: 38 C oi » 13 18 8 
May Al 66 29 7 tek VS 13 19 10 
September our 66 26 he Le a 6 20 va 
West 
January 9 49 2/ 5 28 2/ 6 34 2/ 
March 19 40 2 18 30 7 16 28 ue 
May 19 ‘L0 10 18 D2 ee 18 36 LO 
September 20 46 14 LO Bite 5 pie 39 5 


7/ $11 hired farm workers employed d during » the ie respective survey weeks are included © 
except the percentages for January exclude: custom workers. -The March, Tliay, and 
September d-ta are from enumerative sample surveys and are published in Reports, 
Wumber 4, 7 and 16 of the series, Surveys of Wages and Wage Rates in Agriculture, 
Data for January are preliminary estimates frou a mail—questionnaire sent to rée= 
spondents in the 1945 enumerative surveys. 

ay Hstamate not shown because. the.e were, too few cases in the sample in this eleaes 


mstamates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricul= 
tural Economics. 
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SURVEYS OF WAGES AND WAGE RATES IN AGRICULTURE 


Reports Now Available from the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economies in 
this series: 


Report No. 1, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN SPECIAL 
CRIP AHEAS OF FLORIDA, FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1945 


Report Nos 2, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN MARICOPA 
COUNTY, Rea AND IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 
FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1945 


Report No. 3, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN SPECIAL 
ie | ' CROP AREAS DF LOUISIANA, APRII-MAY, 1945 


Report No. 4, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS, UNITED STATES 
AND MAJOR REGIONS, MARCH 1945 


Report No. 5, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF FARM WORKERS IN THE CITRUS HARVEST, 
_LOS ANGELES AREA, CALIFORNIA, APRIL-JUNE 1945 


Report No. 6, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASINAL FARM WORKERS IN USDA 
LABOR SUPPLY CENTERS AT ARVIN, ue: AND SHAFTER, 
CALIFORNIA, JUNE 1945 Tay Moye i eed 


Report Noe 7, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS , UNITED STATES | 
AND MAJOR REGIONS, MAY 1945 . 


Report No. 8, WAGES AND WAGE RATES )F POTAT) HARVEST WORKERS ON LONG 
ISLAND, NEW YORK, WEEK ENDED SEPTEMBER 1, 1945 


Report No. 9, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS AT SELECTED 
USDA LABOR SUPPLY CENTERS IN NORTH CENTRAL CALIFORNIA, 
AUGUST-OCTOBER 1945 


Report No. 10, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN THE 
HARVEST OF SELECTED TRUCK CR)PS, CALIFORNIA, 1945 


Report Noe 11, WAGES AND VIAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN THE HARVEST 
OF TOMATOES, ERETS, AND STRAWBERRIES IN SELECTED AREAS 
OF NEW YORK STATE, 1945 


Report No. 12, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF FARM WORKERS IN SELECTED DECIDUOUS 
FRUIT HARVESTS, CALIFJRNIA, MAY-SEPTEMBER, 1945 


Report No. 13, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN USDA 
LABOR SUPPLY CENTERS AT ARVIN, WOODVILLE, AND 
FIREBAUGH, CALIFORNIA, NOVEMBER 1945 


of pattie 13/46-1500° eC Mead 
PERMIT NO. 1001 a ray tt 


a a aL 
eS 
ic 


* 


’ 
coe roe eco ee serene se Ce eseseere err re seeeserersenvresesererveressssevesseveves # 


, 


Mi seuen ) 
Report No. 14, WAGES AND “JAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN SELECTED i 
FIELD CROPS, CALIFORNIA, 1945 Rieu a 


| Report No. 15, WAGES AND VIAGE RATES OF GRAPE HARVEST "WORKERS IN CHAUTATOUA 
, AND ERIE COUNTIES, NEW YORK 


ie. Report No. 16, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FARM 7 “JORKERS, UNITED STATES 
Be AND MAJOR REGIONS, SEPTEMBER 1945 


Report No. 17, WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HARVESTERS OF SPECIAL CROPS IN 7 
SELECTED AREAS OF 13 STATES, 1945, A STATISTICAL ' 
SUMMARY 


Report Noe 18, PERQUISITES: FURNISHED HIRED FARM oe UNITED STATES 
AND MAJOR REGIONS, 1945 | a 
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